




















































Rawnfall 
jt Res) Claracte af the weather | sia and gromertn at the | 
No. District, Stations ett na one tcanee, 
tncies we 
BENG AI.—(Conid.) | 
1873. | 
Enateru Districts — | 
(Contd) 
(26 |Tipporwh vel Aug. Oth | 667. [Very satisfuclory weatheriTt ix diffent, to may exactly 
5 ™ : ithe whol, though} wwe fir the rai fall, 
iad heavier rain f¥ required) benefited the crops, ‘The 
e in the north, probable result ig extremely 
g Iatituetory. 
S| 27 lcuittagong Hill Tracts) ,, 2nd | 7-08. [Almost incessant rain and Good, 
| | i 
E | tamtippens |, Bad} 228 
é & 1 
‘The jooms in th bills our 
| inhinig. 
BEHAR. | 
[28 Patna wf U2th®) 992 [Scasonablewenther; heavy! Rhadoi eropa almoat entirely Cholera prevalent 
rain for the last four) dostroyed. Dh ery 
days on A zy “| bad'in Heliar, 
reported to. lis 
jured by toads. Extent of 
Ton ater inguin. | 
29 Gya 9th | 586. [Coot with growing show. hadi cro Ine been xome- iknow tes. 
7 ers daily. what injured, bat mot dese! 
{ frayed. The ‘transphinting! 
of Fice ie goings om every! 
30 Shahalnd w| oy Sth} 207. {Cloudy andl rainy ‘ nising except Cholers atill prevne 
| where it hw’ 
J sustered mich fron the Inte 
rains. Anghiany paddy being 
i transplanted. | 
31 \Tirhoot «|» 9th | 283° |Hot and cloudy Bhadoi erps generally pro-| 
| tine well, bub dln is very! 





backward; the young illu 











Parxa Drvasrox. 


ie drying wp far want off 
rain an early and eopiome 
viufall is very meh wanted 
especially inh the north 





and north-cast of the di 
trict, 








‘arn . oth | a9 





est four days warm, the Kain scencral throushout tl chien in the town 
st thece days elondy) distviel. Crop all coming emtvuen snd ie 
with oceasional smunafaeture, Sight "on" the 


ex. Prevailing “wind tings) iad nereaae, | Mroall 



















at | going on, und will in amost 
|. of the ficturies be coup ete 
| within a fortnight, Paddy! 
| 


Weeding ure eligi 
Slanted Mora noe waste 
full for pu. i 





» 9th} 7-3. [Clondy and ming. Bust Prospects of orops cont 
winds pully: eeedlin 

i transplanted; man 

facture of indigo going onl 
Brigkly. More rain required 





‘Choalern reported in 
the nouthy of Ue 
Aistrlet. 





he crops on highlands, 
thongs hite, re very 00d j 
| the blusdterops on 

dutod 





[84 Monghyr cof th} 274 [Scaronable 








other eropr exeelles 
divivional reports satisfac. 
tory. 
6 |Hihangul | ay 2th®) 876 |Good rain zo|Report from south vory_ good, 
estes from nor aeconnts_ tel 
| improved. Bhudot withia| 
reach of Ganges destroyed] 
by flood. 





36 Purnenh vol on 9th | 167 Showery +-|Unlese. heavy rain falls soon! 
the sjghany crop in the 
| north'will be w failure. Ty) 
ix better in. the south, bat) 
1 moro rain is wanted. "The 
Bhadoi thus filled im the 

north. 


Bravorzrore Divistox. 





87 |Sonthal Pergannabs ,..| ..., ay [Reta mot re 


ceived. 


























© Telegram of the 13th August recsived on the sume day. 
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=a 1 5 
Wain fall | 
Tite of |g Buulder, Character of the weather! s1e4p and prospects of th 
% Diario. return trom: in the dteet an far promects otto | tiewsece, 
* ; esa dati inh. | wine | Spe nt dete, ‘ 
ois, 1670. _ | 
98 [Cuttack Heavy rain throughout Gener! proapecte of crop 
M4 the district. grind. i 
188 |Pooree wef on 2nd | ORE [Cloudy, with moderwte'Weeding und transplanting! 
va * | moingtom in the aur eld 
3 Flea elds are being word 
| ed. Sugureane and mo 
ppear ptomising.: 
| Mere rain much wmted! 
i Khurdha.—Sarud ay) 
. craps nppear very thmrislr| 
4 ing. ‘Transphunting af paddy] 
| heing bnaily put in progress] 
{ | Favorable seaaon for mandial 
| and ae 
be Balasore s| 5 9th | 44g Clondy, with frequent Plourishing.’ Beali rico x ial 
hwy showers, on in Bhd! 
é | rock rul-division. 
| i 
South-West Frontier i | 
Agency. | \ 
| 
‘a HHasareetangh cef on 8th | BOS Tina ai neaonigada crop hax suffered in Cases of small 
[one district. “Weather gome parts from exeoesive, ai cholera in 
| cloudy, with easterly Wnt with fine weather; frlecamd m fi 
| wind. now fora short time there Teebaucl itvelf, 
! would not be much cause; 
| . | or complaint. The rice: 
| trop prumiags to. be Brat: 
F | rate, f 
42 |Lohardagga “ a zs . ‘Return, not eee 
48 jSingbhoom » Bnd | 4-72 |Seasonuble. — Abundanee;Very fuverstle, Allapprehen-A few dteatha re. 
. 7 Nitra Is onyer th ntvely remover BER fr Che 
trick» | ng_of the pln}, Babaraet 
| and traneplanitinig proeced:| Rokepara ta Dale 
atu Gia ing uctively.. . bhvom. 
44 | Mrunbhoom 9th | 995 (Cloudy, with — Lig ht/Promecte of all erope good ...Cholora nd small- 
sbowers daily, | peg ave lino 
ABSAM axp ADJACENT 
HILLS. 
45 \Goalparah ny 2nd 667 |Wenther seasonable; rain'Catping asn dian still eon-| 
Gaily threoghont “the, tines, The Tate tin lng 
| w Tighten the prospcets of 
| the winter riot creme i 
| i ‘ion goo to other crops. 
48-|Kamroop al zi mi | ‘i Hestum not re 
47 [Darrung And | gig Sultry; hot nights andiThie ryote ne Ql tse plate sane pres 
| mornings; very Tittle ing pruddy. Ton phnting’ “he 
| qeamertey hiss, Prapeets continue’ tere 
ael i we |e 
jowgong: “ » 2nd | 7-62 Searonable weather during Lhe ans crop has been ent and:Cattle wurrmin al 
is Pine, wit ons] Talee cry, Beattie at 
showers at night. | Very suitable: tary-cmses rept 
s | “eather ine ten operiticaa, roti 
| =| 
| | its Yatevt at 
| ruts eas at 
| | Soren 
sof ow Qnd | O26 |Fain, Maximum temper-/The sowings for the dhun crops!The ryote have sue- 
iv, SOB im abade |. pegrens bt slowly. und wre) {CUM Aten 
; Tor Iuekwurd han Tang)" eO 
outa, 
vf Bnd) 1-60. [With the exception of ime Aliva rice erope almost in, amd Cholera lias uiaaye 
. days, the week waxconi+! ln heen very fine iu mont) Peete andthe 
# » paratively coo! for the! pure. Other erops promise) Regen. 8 
Py wonsons the rainfall) well. | 
Tight. At North Luck 
impure weather cooler,| 
rain in the anorning, 
reat of the day gene} 
rally cloudy. 
8°83. |Most rensonablo through|Sntisfuctory reports from all 
‘ont the disteiet. parts of the distriet. | 
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‘Character of tho weather 
" return trom at Sudder) if Fone ‘State and prospects of the 
me Dhak cach, dite [Station in| 3,the district ww trope at date, Rawanes, 
trict. en. | 
ASSAM axv ADJACENT 
‘HILLS.—(Contd.) 1873, 
62 Khasi & Jyntowh Hills Aug. 2nd | 218 (The weather hax been|Crops are doing well. 
Theavy _tirowgtout the) 
hil with the exception! 
of shitlony, where, owing 
tothe sisltered pos 
the tl of tain ie always) 
| moderate. | 
63 [Garo Hille |, and} 285 |vairamonnt of rain dur- Prospects of eropn continual 
[ing the weok. Wen) good. Cnrng cutting their) 
ther cool. han, which promises to be} 
| a fai one. 
. Published for general information. 
Carcurra, Srarretica Derr, R, Keicut, 
‘The 2th August 1873. Asst, Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal. 
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Weekly Report of Rainfall compiled at the Meteorological Reporter's Office. 













































































































Bee Rate ynow iar 
[isd SSR 
Dierater. srarton. Leadto'th nto Sra] TAPeABE HSS Revunae 
duly 1 : 
nches | tp vo date 
BENGAL. 
ebes, | 1ocbon 
‘Warorzex Disraicts. oe ae 
Burdwan 
Cates 4 
Calne Pe 
leita! 7) | Rood-Bood 
damraind 
Bancoorah Hanroors m 
. || Beerohioor a 
Al Midnapors 
Tame : 
By | muanspore 4] Gu" : 
& Dy. Colle. ditto, 
conta ; 
er ae Bn Ofer ait 
Borehtr Reranpone : dite 
Hownh Bry : atte 
usraat Drsrasore 
fangor Island ato 
fot : aie, 
Atipore... f punpen : 
Humavrhait : 
_— “| h : - Not roceved 20h to sth July. 
¢ Sieomchyore 
g 4) ome Dam 
& Kishinaghur 
‘ te 
B || suaaee Men 
i ‘Sagan : 
arash : 
‘Tesre ow : 
decane 
Esters, | 
Moorbetebad 4 | iy Nisrshodabad 
co ee 
Binexevore Tinaeepore iad, Pm DA Ray 
i Maida | Mada 
By|anaire of 
|| monepore wf panes 2 
ian 2 
Bograh | Hegralt 
Pale me 
vanes 
cum Ore | stray | 30th June, 
| Duets 
i Deven, CO amped 1 August 
ulpteoree ditt. 
Jutpiroree {| Fuerse ait 
i Ope Behar Debary | sh atte 
nl ~ | Conch Behar rer ditto. 
‘Bashan. Dosare | Buxe Notree. Wwth July. 
‘Basrgay Diernicrs. 
{teas | ae | oe | a | att 
* Utonpitat a7 1045 ditto, 
aooosbegunge? oa | 3 atte 
Menlekranse eu sit. 
Farrenore Hy ‘int 
i ae Novee saul dip. 
Borris Po 
Perrarpore is 
Maistre Ba 
Bivens 2 we 
Dowstkies 1 eo 
Mywensing eer 
Het pore Be 
ie y 
in die 
i a 
to aiuto 
woviee | Road | set diy, 
Fou | Soa | dale. 
Pan 
pay 
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ae 
; saad 
g Rain from ‘Javan 1878, 
: Dasratcr. sranion. Se trum 7th guy to) me} Rawanee. 
ij ‘uly 17S. | 975, ‘Lnohes.| Up to dave, 
E 
BHAR. Inches, 1878, 
fui | og ue 
a pe aa a azide. 
| Dinapore.. {Cantonment .. om | 2nd August, 
Ey { Rivwadah cn eal, 
eee ( itt, 
E. ditto. 
ae 2 ditto, 
: ais 
levi : ai 
Seetamaree 7 ditto. 
sae {li : ae 
Chumparnn od Rogen aie. 
i is 
. fam ai 
[smear fei ie 
: these i 
B] | surtrore fH bi 
al tite ane 
5 nae te 
Ei ronee fae ite 
H | Arraret aie | 
itr He se ccd scsi 
onthal Forum {| Hid ge“ 
soonest Hele ie | die 
jose oe BE] ae 
ti Foe we) jen] ie 
#|) i alee Pont Ba] aan | ee. 
é|! | Besser be | | ditto. 
‘imo of : Be lick nai 
Hornby " 2a | we | au | att. 
vik ia ie | 
ss, fee ee oe | wor [kan | 
retndares fae” i 
Bingblion Re Fc tte: 
Monmbhoom mf) Gobhndpore atte. 
sacs Anavini | 
conan Se age 
Kemroep wf Hnrpettah ita. 
seme EES, |iAaun 
|eeonauer of ‘hie 
| ca ie 
| wi 
ee shin 
seat aie 
Show and Jyntean {| Sulone 
Mile. Cherrepuonjee: _ 
feciiy ee afta} 
— ai 
ro dis, 
Careurea, H. F. Buawroun, «+ 


Tie Vth August 1873. Meteoralogscal Reporter iw tae Gunt. of Bengal. 
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Meteorological Telegraphic Report for the period 3rd to 9th August 1873, 
‘Taanwowerns, Wino, | 
Fa Bacominter| Rarometer Hom or 
3 | pate, | Hour.) reduced to ity Bot S| Rain. | Clow 
A e Dry. | Wee, | =i locity. | 
a i 
Avg. | 
sea | 10 | 20-002 fe on) x 
as | gosis | 20K ri x a 
a | fo | gospo | 20-605 a | ' rk Sian: 
18 | ayang 7 | i Gor 
| sm | 10 | aoser as | i KC 
16 grrr ne K 
om | 10 army os { ar 
5 Ty sorts xi } 2 
S| mm | 10 anos o | 1 po de 
16 omen a | | i ° 
am | 10 oo7ia 8 i 4 
6 077 cf) | 3 8 
om | 10 v7 o | B . | nimae, 
q 6 east a H He 
(| 8 | 20 mw] a , 
n ; ; oa x Ane 
16 @] os) ks eee 
e[} am | io | anno wo} oa | a N , 
é 18 | onas so} om | oy MY aera 
B}) sth [ao | eee se] fo) kt | | x ne 
& i | gous ae | ono | gs | | N ae 
zy} om | 10 | soem a] om] om | N oe 
i] « io | spaio | on | oar i N ° 
E]] 7m | ae | ewan al | om | N op 
a 18 | oso no } at Ix oe 
ah | a0 | aires, fe | 82 | N Lop 
1 | ape00 fr os | \N ae 
if om | io | Shane ny od | iN Ee eae, 
4 i | 20-080 6% a | x ‘h netidos 
Ang. | 
Fa ee ea s | m| | | 5 
brs29 S| a7] om | 
|) ow | io | Set Sl] ml ml | ¢ 
3 ie | sogun ts | om | xa | 
| bm | ao | aya a] ml 7 | 
28 08 ee] oR | om 
Si} am | 10 | oma m | om | m | 
gE 16 | apse en 
Et] ™ | 10 | coms | aor | si | an] oan 
é te | spurs | arma | oko | ot | om 
i} 8 | 10 | ao7en | gram | zz | om | 
16 | gos | sora | ia | a7 | ae 
| oh | to) ger | sian | oer | oan | 
16 | goa | sores | xo | 7: a | 
10 nz | wa | an a} ol a 
16 a7 a | oc] fe o| out * 
art | aves | go | om | om | } 3] on ° 
16 es] ot & | | 10 ° 
ah | 0 cova | oe | ore | ook | ows M| Gor 
. aw | gocis | gens | ope | 77 | 88 | Wins a 
$]} 5m | 0 | go703 ss] om] on] wos 3 
Bx) gu, | 20 | anton | fe ey | mw] ok | Wien 7 
; aw | e070 | sro | er | to | tre | Wihys 7] ova, 
a 16 | goses | spent 85 7% oe SSE 8 © 
mh | ro) sosct | gowst | a7 | me] a8) Why s a loudys 
om | | 2999 | a7 | oes | 7s |e) hie 8 ° 
30 | anery | gro | mo | im] | “wavs 4 y 
aw | a9760 | av7se | vo | 73] fe) Buy N ’ : 
Avg, 
Bed | 10 | 29s aloo] @) wee x 
as | 6445 a 5 a > 
4m | 10 | gan es | so | 76 N oo 
om | 18 | 2377 | | %| RNR os ; 
10 | 99:857 eo] a | | NNE 38 
20°345 oj ml | NxE 3 > 
wew 27 
E “2 ® 
ssw 08 
waw 0 
SSW 
BSW 
waw 
ssW ? 
8 bg 
ssp 8, 
he 
a 
Pp 
2 
a 
Be 
8 age 
8 as 



































© Volocity of wind in wiles per hour, 
H. FP, Buaxrorp, 


Aeteordlogical Reporter-to the Government of Bongal. 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Surveyor-General's Office, 
Caleutta, from 1st to 7th August 1873. 
































§ E Wie. 
4 3 
& 3 
: 5 Py \¢ ; 
3 2 2/a2|i|s fla! [¢ 
Month. 3 2/2 2 2| 3 a 
. i 2|2 5 Ea! |2 
z by sli # Bi) 2) 
zg) i H {4 | H e| 2/413 
2/3 s 3/4 2[4 lala 
Z eS lt 
Inches. | O ° o|o D | Miles | In. 
Aog. ..] Ist | 20°670 | 800] 800 ars | 799 | 786] om 12] 774 |074 > | Overenn 


iss WSE, a) 1: and. Btratoni, 
ay Slight rain at internals 


SE& ESE, .. {1780 |0-08) .., | Overoast & oumali, The 

der between 2 
Lia ran at 204 
1h, 2b & 9} Pa 


aa| oir | 296} 700 |1450| ape] coe | m3] -@5/sszasn| | oro [ors ... | Comuli & ctr, Thander 
adh & Ob waa, Light 

‘between 7&8 Pa. 
sis i ala ab aa, 


Ey 
g 
3 
8 
g 
2 








4c | sor | 920] 805 [ier | 845] sro | 796] 3/38 m8 BA) 0'8) 724 Joon] ... | Girt & cumoli. Thunder 
Ebys at 4d ma. Light aia 
8b a 4h rae. | 


ath] 621 | 85%] soo |is00| s23| sor | we] “| SE&E | 06/1688 Jor) ... | Strutoni& comuli. ARer 
fam, Light rain after 
intervals, 


on) soo] see} a05| .. | ara] roo] 75] 92) SE&s | 19/2805 |o34 ... | Overcast and, Stratoui. 

‘Slight tain after inters 
‘als from 2 Aa, to 1h 
Pa 





Cirrocumuli & ovoreast. 
Light rain at 6} 6}, 10, 
alban 


mh | 025 | 888] so0| .. | sa] toe] 704] i] S&S9zB]... |1700 


















































‘The mean, barometer, as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means are derived from 
the twenty-four hourly observations made daring the day. 

‘The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants. The figures in column 10 represent 
the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken ut unity. ‘The receiver of the 
lower rain gauge is 14 feet, and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches above the level of the 
ground, ‘The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s auemometer, is registered from noou to noon. 

















‘The extreme variation of temperature during the past seven days is 
The mux, temperature during the past seven days 92-0 
‘The max, temperatore during the corresponding period of the past year we 980 
‘The mean humidity daring the past. seven days 089 
The mean burnidity during the corresponding period of the past year a 080 
ne ' Ince. 

yy lower rain gay 58 

‘The total fall of rain from Ist to 7th Re {i incnoinsie Gace Ae 
Ditto ditto ditto, avernge of nineteen previous years 3:57 
Ditto ditto between the let January and the 7th August 27°38 
Ditw ditto dino, average of nineteen previous years... 41-38 


Gorgxnauty Srs, 


In charge of the Observatory, 
The 11th August 1878, 
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Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 
EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—MAIN LINE, 
Approximate Return of Traffe fur week ended 2th July 1873, on 1,280 miler open. 
Coxcuixo Teaszte, Mancnannise aro Muscat Teavnic 
LL. < a Tota trac 
Pater aed Conching receipte. | Wolght carried. Receipts. ical 
Rear, 6 ad. Basa. P. fad 
otal trate forthe week. aataio | agin ay g| me. 9 a0 sania 9g mter 3 4 
Or por mile of ratway = i pe a4 a 
Porprevious'S wooke df haityoar “| suis O] suas 70] aeaicon 20 70 | seni 04 
‘Total for 4 weeks on | 3,901 45,995 811 20,3900 10 13] Boer 18 9] 1aKna TF 
Comrazinox. 
Total for corrponting week of 
‘previous yoar snow | rooces1s 8] zee 1 2 serac i 8 | snsia 4 9| soso 18 10 
ett a lias, een 
eck reine se 1510 man wri} weal ose 
"previous gear sases | sane 8 a] ston 6 10 aayoss 110 sso 19 8 | render 6 4 
2. ee Doe a 
EAST INDIAN RATLWAY—JUBBULPORE LINE. 
Approximate Return of Trafic for week ended 26th July 1873, on 2234 miles open 
ear.) ‘Mas. srs. | Baa.P. | end. ket de 
‘Total trae for tho weak. sears 6 aaissc0| oer 9 0] oom ar 2} og a7 
Op per le of raihens i a4 SiO <0 Th 7 
For/previousS weekwarbaltgear’., | Tice | sow iz & iiias wo | samt oD] sgt a8 20's 3 
otal for 4 weeks ... sani 6} son 8] Laow| a 8 of sam 10 00 5 
Companion. 
Total for corresponding wesk of 
Sprovous Sear sau] sco 7 8] xo 2] mans | aust 2) wis 0B) at 7 
Tmilevof rnilway. corresjondig 
‘weok of previoun nt wre suo nwo Pr 
sreaPhotrsponolng ats | 
We SF ee “S| goa | sour 3} gers 2 0] azxane 20 | sone @ 4] sass 7 eo! eae 9 3 


ua i 








STERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 

























































































Approsimate Return of Traffe for weck ended 26th July 1873, on 1664 miles open. 

fn, Rs a. fad 

Total tre for the week nui soe 13 @ sera iyi] games 

or ral i 4 irae fe 19 

Poriprevos’s weekeot halijear’| 6434 san 16 sau v2] out 
Toaltorsveote | ago} mas o of THRE o ano soca 7 a| asa v7 

Couranitox. — 
corresponding week of 
ee ene ayce| thaUs| sate a of sans aa] asieczas | mms 0] asm a] gue we 
Pert of preva fe ro wt ww mol mse vol war 
° rug dato. 
Tiravlaas Sear es SMO TT sourae] mgr tov] somo 0 1) nana at | aszses is o| ito is 7) 1noT 4 8 
| 
NULHALEE SPATE RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Trafie for week ended Yad August 1873, ou 27% miles open 
ee er ee ee en 
ran} ow oo] woe 0, saw of sw oo] ane eos 
cd eae a dd 
ges | anil 90] acre Gath] non 88) a) 68s 
a |. -| are 

peal ne eo) emi of mano] ram oe] im zo) an 0 
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at us | t a ae 
inion ws { or to rit tl 
‘Hooghly Fever, aid tho condition othe Ryots ie | * nes 
Bissbent shoe | neal Ousereatisne tai at 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations. 


Saturday, the 16th August 1873. 
Present: 
His Hoyor ti Linurenant-Governor or Buncat, presiding. 
The Howble G. C. Par, Aating Advocate- General, 
The How’ble TL. L. Damrter, 
The Hon’ble V. TI. Scuaen, 
The Hon’ble Lorw 11. Unick Browny, 
The Howble C. E. Bernarn, 
The Hon’ble Mouty1 Anvoot Lurrer, Kiran Bantapoor, 
The Hon’ble Ragan Joreenpro Monon Tacore, Bananoor. 
and 
The Hon’ble Basu Dicumper Mirrer. 








HOWRAH LIGHTING RATE. 


The Hon’stx Mr. Dampizr moved that the further report of the Select 
Committee on the Bill to provide for ihe levy of « lighting-rate in Howrah be 
taken into consideration in order to the settlement of the clauses of the Bill, 
and that the clauses of tht Lill bo considered for scttloment in the form recom- 
mended by the Select Gommittee. He said it would be in the recollection of 
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hon’ble members that on the last occasion when the Bill was before the Coun- 
cil, it was remanded to the Select Committeo for a definite object, which object 
had beon adopted by the Council in opposition to the principle of the Bill as 
first presented by ‘the Sclect Committee. Practically, the instruction to the 
Select Committee was to framo the Bill so that no portion of the cost of lighting 
any given tract should fall on tho goncral rates of the Howrah Municipality ; that 
the benofited tract should pay entirely, and under all circumstances, the wholo 
cost of its own lighting. And the Council having adopted that principle, raised 
the maximum of taxation to three per cent., so that no part of tho cost might pos- 
sibly devolve upon the gencral revenues. "In framing the Billin accordance with 
these instructions, the Solect Committce found it absolutely necessary to separate 
the caso of the tract in which lighting already existed and in regard to which, 
so to say, the Council was not free. It was bound by certain obligations which 
hud been already incurred. It would not have boon giving offect to the prin- 
ciple adopted by the Council if, for that tract which was already lighted, the 
Sclect Committee had fixed a maximum of three per cent. Whatever would 
be tho cost of fficent lighting there, as approved by: the Lieutonaut-Governar, 
must, according to the principle adopted by the Council, be paid by the 
inhabitants of that particular tract. Therefore the Committee had scparated 
that particular tract from the rest of the town by the proviso which the 
Couneil would seo in the second part of Section 8, which imposed no maximum 
rate at all as to that part of the town which was already lighted. 

Regarding the rost of the town to which, possibly, gaelighting might be 
extended in future, the Committee had absolutely followed the instructions of 
the Council, which were to fix a maximum of three por cent. That was adopted 
in opposition to the Sclect Commitice’s former report as a whole. 

There was ouly one more remark which Mr. Dampier would make. So 
much had Leen said of the poor population of Tlowruh, and the natives 
having to pay (an cnurnivus number of them, some 97,000) for the benofit of 
a few Europeans, that he might as well give the Council the figures which had 
deen supplied to him as to the effect of the Act within the tract already 
lighted. In that tract, he was informed, there were 3,200 houses oceupied by 
natives, who, at two per eent., would have paid Rs, 4,00, or an average of about 
Re. 1-5 for cach house, ‘The houses occupied by Europeans numbered 281, and 
they would pay, at two per cent., Rs. 12,904, so that each native house would 
have got for Re. 1-5 precisely the same advantage of lighting as each Europoan 
house would have by paying Rs. 46-2 or thereabouts, The same proportions 
would of course hold good at whatever amount the rate might be levied. He 
merely mentioned this to remove an impression which might have been left by 
the argwnent that 97,000 natives would suffer for the benefit of a few 
Europeans. He would now leave the motion in the hands of the Council. 

Phe motion wus agreed to. 

The How’sr Banoo Dicumser Mirtrr moved that in Section 3, line 7, 
the words “two per ceutum” be substituted for “ three per centum.” He must 
admit the soundness of the views which had dictated His Honor the President 
to oppose the amendment he moved ut the last meeting of the Council proposing 
to fix the lighting-rate at three per cent. instead of two. As ageneral light- 
ing-rate, there could be no question that three per cent. was extravagantly high for 
Howrah, when the Calcutta maximum rate was only two per cont. But he then 
thought that we had no other choice in the matter. ‘he annual sum contract- 
ed tor with the Gas Company must in tho first instance be provided for, and 
that out of the proceeds of the rate Jovied within the gas area, which, according 
to the facts then before us, he found could not be done if the rate were fixed at 
two percent. And rather than sacrifice the sound and righteous principle which 
for the purposes of this Bill we had aid down in Committee, and which had 
beon unanimously agreed to by tho Council, he proposed that the rate be raised 
to three per cent., the proceeds of which, he calculated, would just covor the requir- 
ed amount. We subsequently discovered, however, that the amount leviable 
according to the estimate furnished by the Chairman‘ cf the Howrah Municipal- 
ity was contingent upon 36 more lights being added to,the prosont number, to 
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render,the whole of the given gas area accessible to the rate, according to the 
conditions prescribed in the Bill. This would entail an additional charge of nearly 
Ra. 4,000, so that the total amount we had to provide for as the first charge on 
the lighting-rato was, in round numbers, Rs. 25,000, which even a rate of three per 
cent. ‘vould not cover. Again, if the Howrah memorialists were to be believed, 
each per cent, of the rate represented Rs. 4,500, and not Its.7,000 as the Chairman 
of tho Municipality estimated. In this state of ‘uncertainty the Sclect Committee 
thought that they had no other alternative left than to recommend the rather 
unusual course of leaving the determination of the rate to be levied within the 
gas area, to the discretion of the Commissioners. ‘The contract amount, however, 
being thus specially provided for, there was no longer any necessity for keeping 
the general lighting-rate at such’ an unreasonably high figure as three per cent. 
If a rate of two per cent. was found insufficient for the further extension of gas- 
lighting on the terms and conditions prescribed in the Bill, that of itself was: 
sufficient proof that the Municipality was not rich enough to afford the lux 
and must do without it. 

The How’ste Mr. Damwrter said that the position was rather curious, 
The hon’ble member who, at the previous debate, had forced up the rate from 
two'to three per cent:, now wished the Council to return to two per cent., and 
Mr. Dampier, who originally appeared as the advocate of two per cent., now 
appeared us the advocate of three per cent. He need not add that the incon- 
sistency was on tho surface only; both his hon’ble friend and Mr. Dampier 
himself had valid reasons for the course they had taken. Bill had now 
taken a different shape, and there wore new elements to be considered. Now, 
his reason for now advocating three per cent. was this, When there was a possi- 
bility of tho cost of lighting any arca overflowing, so to speak, the proceeds 
of the maximum rate to be levied under the Bill, he thought that it would 
be proper that anything above the two per cent. should be contributed from 
the general rates. But now the Council had absolutely refused to allow any 
contribution to be made under any circumstances from the general rates ; and 
therefore to fix a maximum of two per cent, would, as far as he could judge, 
be futile, and make the clause practically inoperative. As things went, he 
did not believe that for many years it would be possible to make any extension 
of gas-lighting in Howrah if atwo per cent. rate was fixed as a maximum. It 
was not meant that there was to be any immediate extension and that three 
per cent. was to be levied at once, But even if three per cent. were insufficient 
now, it might be expected that within a reasonable time the value of property 
in Howrah would have so far inereased that the rate would be sufficient, at 
any rate in the more advanced portions of the town to which it would naturally 
be desirable first to extend gax-lighti To limit the rate to two per cent. would 
be putting off any further extension sie die. For these reasons he would 
oppose the amendment. 

The Hon’tie Ragan Jo’ 
amendment which had bec 






























































spRo Monn ‘Tacore said he would support the 
propoved. ‘The circumstances under which, at 
the last sitting of the Cow:cil, a rate of three per cent. was proposed, had, he 
thought, considerably changed. The rate, it would be remembered, was raised 
from two to three per cent. on the ground that a two per cent. rate would not 
be sufficient to meet the required amount which had been contracted for with 
the Gas Company. But now that the area which had been lighted had been, 
as it were, made into a separate tract, and u special provision for it had been 
introduced in the Bill, ho did not see why an exceptionally high rate of three per 
cent.—a higher rate, ir fact, thax was levied in Caleutta,—was to be imposed in 
Howrah. If it was found hereattor, as it was feared, that a two per cent. rate 
was not sufficient for the purpose of lighting other portions of Howrah than that 
already lighted, it was much better, he thought, that there should be no 
extention of gas-light than thut an exceptionally high rate should be imposed 
on the people fora benefit which they did not’scom to uppreciate. For these 
reasons he would support,the motion. 

His Honor tHe Presipent said that to him, as President of the Council, 
the course which the Bill had taken was somewhut a lesson, that from the first he 
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should not permit amendments to be brought forward without due and sufficient 
notice, in order that both the Council and the mover of the amendment himself 
should first consider tho effect of tho amendment in all its bearings. We were 
now in a somewhat curious position, inasmuch as the hon’ble member who 
moved and carricd an amendment increasing the rate from two to three per 
cont., had now moved that wa should go back again to two per cent. His 
Honor understood the situation to be this. Wo were assured by the hon’ble 
member in charge of the Bill—and His Honor believed the hon’ble member had. 
given good ground for his ussurance—that in reality, as things now stood in 
Howrah, it was impossible to. light any portion of the municipality by a rate 
not execeding two per cent.; that, he believed, was a fact. On the other hand, 
we were met by the hon'ble mover of the amendment, supported by the Hon’ble 
Rajah Joteendro Mohun ‘Tagore, with the argument that if you could not light 
Howrah by a rate of two per cont,, it was better not to light it at all. It seemed 
to His Honor that we were in this position—we must cither pass a rate of three 
per cont. as recommended by the ct Committee, or we must indefinitely 
postpone the lighting of Howrah by gas beyond the portion already lighted. 
He understood the effect of the amcudment would be this, that until the rest 
of Howrah was much richer and more populated than it was now, until a 
rate of two per cent. would produce a much larger sum than it would do now, 
the rest of Howrah could not be lighted with gas. ‘The question then for the 
Council to decide was, would they sive permission to the Municipality and the 
Government to light. Howrah with gas by means of a rate not execeding three 
per cent., or would they say that the town should not be lighted at all until it 
inereased so much in weulil and population that a rate of two per cent. would 
be sufticient ? His Honor must leave the Council to decido that question. . 

His Honor tHe Presipenr having asked whether the hon’ble mover of the 
amendment had any remarks to offer in reply, 

The How's Banoo Dicusner Mitrer observed that His Honor had given 
avery correct analysis of what had been urged on either side, and Baboo 
Digumber Mitter had therefore nothing further to add to what he had already 
said in support of the amendment. 




















The question was then put, and the Council divided :— 


Aves 2. Nove 6. 
‘The Hon'ble Baboo Digumber Miter. ‘The Hon'ble Monivi Abdo! Luteof. 
» + Rajah Jowendro Mohun Tagore. «Mr Bernard. 


Lord Ulick Browne. 
Mr. Dampier. 
* » ‘The Acting Advocate-General. 
His Monor the President. 


So the motion was negatived. 

The Hon’srz Lorn Unick Browne said, before the Council left Section 
3, there was one point on which he should like to have an explanation from 
the hon’ble member in charge of the: Bill. The soction as altered by the 
Select Committee made a distinction as regards tho portion of the town now 
lighted and that portion which should be left hereafter to be lighted. As 
regards the portion already lighted, the section as it stood provided that— 

“Tt shall be lawful for the Municipal Commissioners tv impose a rate suffi- 
cient to defray the whole expense of lighting such portion.” 

And as regards the rest of the town, it shall only ‘be lawful to impose an 
annual rate not exceeding three per cent.” Now, he had ascertained from the 
Magistrate of Howrah that under tho contract with the Gas Company the 
Municipality were bound, in case they extended the area of gas-lighting, to deal 
with the same Gas Company, and to pay tho same rate of Rs. 100 for each lamp 
lighted by gas, exclusive of the cost of maintaining the lamp-posts. That being 
80, if a rate of three per cent. was insufficient to pay for the cost of lighting the area * 
now lighted, three per cent. would be insufficient to pay for lighting successive 
areas hereafter. fe thought that was a point whicl required explanation as 

ards the distinction made in the section between the parts of Howrah already 
lighted and the parts to be lighted hereafter. 
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The Hon’ste Mr. Damrrer said, the answer to the question put by the 
hon'ble member was, that the fact of three per cent. being insufficient to pay 
the cost of lighting the present arca, having a very limited number of lamps, 
was not in itself conclusive that three per cent. would be insufficient, even in 
view of the existing contrac e extensions. For in order to light this 
first. tract which now had the benefit of gas, it was necessury for the Gas Com 

any to sot up large works. He was given to understand that the Company 
fad” ia thegutwarks mild provision for lighting a munber of lamps which 
would suffice for all parts of Howrah which were c 
were obliged so to fix the price of the few lamps first lighted that there might 
be somo little return on the capital outlay of setting up these lurge gas works 
which eventually wore to suffice for all demands. He was viven to understand 
that the present ‘profits of the Gas Company were very small indeed, and every 
oxtra lamp lighted would be an object. to thei. It was their interest fo meet 
proposal of the Municipality to extend the lighting by saying—* Hf you 
to extend the number of your lamps, although you are bound by your 
come to us, and not bring in another company ata cl 
inducement to you to 























kely to be lighted. They 















n 
tract to 
aper rate, still, as an 
tend your lighting, we will reduce the cost for each 
lamp as much as we That was the reason why, although a three per 
cout, rate was insuffi to pu ost of tho portion already lighted, 
it would not necessarily be insufficient for future extensions. 

The Hon’blo Mr.“ Dampier then moved that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was ugreed to. 

‘The Council was adjourned to a day of which notice would be given. 
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HOOGHLY FEVER, AND THE CONDITION OF THE RYOTS. 


RESOLUTION. 
STATISTICAL DEPARTMENT. 
Calcutta, the 191k August, 1873. 


1. Tux Lieutenant-Governor submitted to the Government of India 
some months back a very valuable note by Colonel Haig, n.z., Secretary to this 
Government in the Irrigation Department, proposing certain schemes for 
draining and irrigating the water-lozged country lying between the Damooda 
and Hooghly rivers. The epidemic, known as the Burdwan fever, had 
specinlly affected the tract between these'two rivers, and Colonel Haig’s note 
discussed the physical and material condition of the people of this tract. That 
note was at the time communicated to the Press. 

2. Tho Government of India, in orders dated the 22nd July, 1873, 
dealing with Colonel Haig’s note, desired that a particular enquiry should 
be made into the theory held by Colonel Haig and Dr, Sanders, that the lower 
classes of the Hooghly and Burdwan districts were under-fed and ill-nourished, 
and so predisposed to fever. ‘Ihe Livutenant-Governor has recorded a 
minute showing what direction enquiry should at first take, and how it 
should be made. His Honor now directs that extracts from the correspon-, 

eyes Inga Depwrtnen ter No ag, deuce marginally noted be published with 
niga 10h Moreh, 1873, paragraph } a copy of his minute. Instructions will be 
so tgamnt of India orders Xe 27 dated 2200 jxsynd to the Maxistrates of Howrah and 

Heugal Trrigation Departnent letter No. 2271, Midnapore, Hooghly and Burdwan, to 
sitet sha nga; 1873, psagrap ha 8 make very careful enquiries into the points 
suggested in the specially populous thannahs of Howrah and Midnapore noticed 
in the minute, and in the parts of Houghly and lurdwan specially affected by 
the fever. The Commissioner of the Division will be requested to superintend 
and aid these enquiries, and the Magistrates’ reports of results will be submitted 
through him. The Commissioner of Police for Calcutta will be asked to co- 
operate in the onquiry to any extent in bis power. The Magistrates may 
employ on this duty ile most competent officers, who are best acquainted with 
the people and the language in any department under them, If they have 
no such officers under them, the Lieutenant-Governor will try to supply them 
from other districts. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor desires that the Magistrates will take up 
the business at once, and report as early as possible to the Commissioner what 
officer or officers they will depute, aud what instructions they may give as to 
the order or manner in which the enquiries should be begun. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor further draws the attention of all officers of 
Government, and of the public generally, to these papers, and especially to the 
questions suggested by the Government of India in paragraph 12 of their letter 
of 28nd July. He trusts that all Commissioners of Divisions, and Magistrates 
of Districts will collect and collate all the information on these enormously 
important questions which they and their subordinates can obtain, and will 
submit them to Government in a clear and compact form. This Government 
also particularly invites practical information touching these questions from 
all persons who have a thorough knowledge and experience of the condition 
of the people. 























Extract from a letter from Liotewanr-Covonut F.T Hato, «.8., Officiating Joint-Seoretary 
to the Government of Bengal in the Public Works Department, Irrigution Braneh, to the 
Secretary to the Goverament of India, Public Works Deperiment,—No. 4081E, dated 
Fort William, the 12th March 1873. . 


I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to forward herewith a note* by 
ae Colonel Haig on the drainage and wat ipply of 
Desens Foray 818. the Hooghly district. His Honor desires me to sav 
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that this note will at least inform the Government of India of the efforts 
which have been made to get information on this most important subj of 
the self-sacrificing work of our engineers regardless of risk and exposure; and 
of the views of so able and competent an officer as Colonel Haig. The ques- 
tions raised are, however, of extreme difficulty. 

A section enabling Government to extend to other schemes of drainage the 
provisions of the Dancoonee Drainage Bill (Act V B.C., of 1871) was at one 
time embodied by the Committee in the Embankinent Bill now befure the 
Bengal Council, but the native members have since taken another view, and 
that section has been retired for the present. ‘The subject will be further 
considered. Any expression of the feelings of the Government of India on 
the subject would be very ucceptable. 

. . . 








. . * * 





Extract from a letter from A. O. Hume. Esg., Secretary to the Government of India, 


Department. of Agriculture, Revenue and Coimerce, to the Secretary to the Government 

of Bengal.—(No. 17%, dated Simla, the 22nd July 1873.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters Nos. 403IE and 
3871, dated 1zth March, forwarding copy of Colonel Haiz’s note on the 
drainage and water-supply of the district of Hooglily. 

2. Colonel Haig’s able and thoughtful note discusses the whole question 
of the causes of the epidemic fever which has for years ravaged these 
tracts, and the means by which the sources of the fever may be removed, or its 
effects mitigated. The note is a valuable addition to the information already 
in possession of the Government of India on a subject whieh has envaged ita 
attention for years, and the conclusions at which he bas arrived merit the most 
careful consideration. He proposes briefly :— 

let—The extension to various parts of the suffering districts of an 
elaborate system of drainage similar to the Dhancoonce 
drainage project now in course of exceution. 

2nd.—A small irrigation canal about 12 miles in length to lead the 
waters of the Damoodah into two of its former channels, the 
Kana Nuddee and the Kana Damoodah. 

8. The drainage scheme is of so extensive a nature, and the questions 
involved are so complicated, the results seem so problematical, and the expen- 
ditare which will be required is so great, that the Governor-General in Council 
desires to postpone action on this part of the case until he is enabled to con- 
sider the matter in the light of fuller information than is at present available. 
It is specially desirable to know what are the prospects of success of the 
Dhancoonee project. His Excellency in Council believes that the result will 
be sufficiently ascertained during the present svason, and as the plans and 
estimates of the other schemes could not be matured until the close of the 
monsoon, the adjournment of present action will involve no real delay. 

4. Meanwhile the surveys connecte with these schemes should be 
vigorously prosecuted, and to this end the establishments required by the 
Lieutenant-Governor have already been placed at His Honor’s disposal by the 
Public Works Department. 

. . 














. * « « . 


8. The executive measures immediately required being thus disposed of, 
Tam now to invite the attention of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor to the 
general question of the causes of the epidemic dealt with in Colonel Haig’s 
note, and to request that the most caretul inquiries way be made into the 
subject with a view, if possible, to devise some effectual remedy. 

7. Colonel Hai disoysbes this subject in paragraphs $1—43 of his report, 
and his conclusions, briefly stated, are that bad water and malarial poison- 
ing are but secondary chuses, and that tho main cause of the lamentable 
mortality which has prevailed is the want of stamina in the people enabling 
them to resist the fever. He snys that the district is over-populated, and does 
not produce sufficient food for the inhabitants, who are impoverished, underled, 
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and inadequately clothed, and that the consequent absence of vital energy is 
the real cause of the remarkable fatality of the epidemic. In this opinion 
Colonel Haig is corroborated by Dr. Saunders. 

8. The Government of India does not now for the first time hear such 
opinions expressed. In a memorial addressed to it a few vears ago by tho 
Calcutta Missionary Conference, of which Dr. Murray Mitebell, a very moder. 
ate-minded man, was President, the condition of the cultivating classes in 
Bengal was thus described :—* It is with difficulry the Bengal ryot procures at 
any time the necessaries of life, and his chronic poverty is aggravated by the 
recurrence from time to time of such calamities as hurricanes, droughts, inunda- 
tions, and epidemics both of mon and cattle.” Reports on the subject were 
called for ftom the district officers in Bengal; and from their replies it appeared 
that on the whole they considered the statements made to have been exag- 
gorated. ‘These proceedings were reported to the Secretary of Srate in June 
1871 by the Government of India, and the opinion was expressed that in some 
districts at any rate there was ‘a very considerable foundation of truth in tho 
description of the condition of the people given by the Missionaries.” It 
was added that the evidence was incomplete, and that'the question would com- 
mend itself 10 the careful attention of the Lieutenant-Governor, who had then 
recently assumed his office. 

9." In his reply the Sceretary of Stato noticed the subject as one of 
extreme importance, which His Grace was convinced, would receive early and 
careful consideration from the Government of Bengal, and said that he awaited 
with interest the result, of the Licutenant-Governor’s inquiries and delibera- 
tions. This despatch was communicated to the Government of Bengal with 
the letter from the Home Departmont, No. 390 (Hducation), dated the 27:h 
September 1s71. . 

10. No further correspondence hus sineo taken place on the subject, but 
it seems to the Governor-General in Council that the matter should now at 
once be taken up in a comprehensive way, for the concurrence of two such 
authorities as Colonel Haig and Dr. Saunders with the opinion of the Mis- 
sionaries, so far as regards the condition of the people in Burdwan, affords a 
very strong ground in favor of further inquiry 

11. The Governor-General in Council is disposrd to think, from reports 
which have recently been transmitted by the Government of Bengal, that the 
condition of the ryot varies ereatly in different parts of Bengal; that in some 
parts he is well-to-do, and in others very poor indecd. What the Government 
of India desires is, if possible, to a atin the causes of the difference, and. 
then to judse if they are removable by the action of Goverament. If it 
should appear thai the distress is caused by over-population, it seems to the 
Governor-General in Council that the most effectual remedy would be some 
scheme of inland, or indeed any, emigration. 

12. It is possible that the Licutenant-Governor is in possesiion of some 
further information upon this subject, and the (Governor-General in Gouncil 
therefore wishes to leave the form which the inquiry should, take to His 
Honor’s decision; but it seems to His Exeelloney in Council that if all local 
sources of information have not been yet drawn upon, it is highly desirable 
to consult the Government officials who have experience of the locality, and 
also non-officials—missionaries, {andholders, and others—who have had oppor- 
tunities of forming a judgment. I am to state further that among other 
questions which may suggest themselves, those which follow require complete 
answers after deliberate investigation :— 

(1).—Did the great bulk of those who have died of the fever belong 
to the poorer classes? Wave more died of the sub-tenants 
aud labourers of occupancy ryots thanof these latter? What 
has been the average amount of food procured by these lower 
classes during the past few years ? 

(2). Has the fever attacked and ‘been as fatal in its rosults to the 
population of any thinly populated district; and if so, were 
the lower classes thore better off than in Hooghly and Burdwan P 
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(8) Have the peoplo of any district in which tho lower classes were 
certainly sufficiently fed suffered in the same way ? 

(4) Have the people of any very densely populated district escaped 
this fever; andif so, are there any climatic or industrial or 
agricultural differences between this and the districts that 
have suffered to account for this immunity ? 

(5) In the districts that have suffered, are there grounds for supposing 
that in local sub-divisions, where population was most dense, or 
their pecuniary condition worst, the mortality was highest ? 

(6) What is tho usual food of the mass of tho people ? What is esti- 
mated to be the weight of rice caten ordinarily by each man, 
woman, and child ? and how many moals are eaten daily ? 

(7) Is there any ground for thinking that the people stint themselves in 
such necessaries as rice, salt, &c. 

(8) Has there been during the last generation or two, say since 1840, 
any change in the habits of the people in this respect ? Do they, 
for instance, eat less often, or Jess in quantity, or inferior food ? 
Are they more careful in the consumption of food ? 

(9) Has the rate of daily wages fallen or risen? Have daily laborers 
any difficulty in procuring the means of subsistence % Are 
beggars or paupers common ? 

(10) Are the people clothed more poorly than twenty years ago? Have 
they more difficulty in getting clothes? Do they renew their 
clothes less often ¥ 

(11) Are there any symptoms of pressure upon the land? Are rents 
rising, and are there many applicants for any vacant lands ? 

(12) Would the people be willing to emigrate to other parts of India, 

or to Burmah, or Assam, if assisted by the Government 
to da so? 











Extract from a letter from Lieurexanr-Cotower, H. W. Guisiver, x, Officiating Joint. 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Public Works Dvpurtment, Irregation Branch, 
to the Secretary to the Government of India, Department ot Agriculture, Revenue, and 
Commerce,—No. 11271, dated Fort William, the 4th August 1873. 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter No. 178, dated 22nd 
instant, on the subject of the drainage and water-supply of the Hooghly district. 
* * . * * * * 


8. With respect to the rest of your letter, I am to say that the Lieutenant- 
Governor did not discuss Colonel Iaig’s view that the fever is in great 
part due to poverty and over-population, because he thinks it absolutely certain 
that, however these causes may aggravate and intensify the disease, it isa 
specific disease which marches over the country, whether there are or are 
not, conditions, which we certainly cannot speedily cure, and which, when it does 
come, attacks the well-to-doas well asthe very poor. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor 
assumes, therefore, that we must do what we can to deal with the specific evil 
of the fever, independent of much wider questions affecting the whole popu- 
lation in this and many other respects, which must at the same time have his 
very earnest attention. He proposcs then to send the papers to the Gerleral 
Department, to which these wider questions belong, in order that the sugges- 
tions nade may be there dealt with; this letter, thereforc, is confined to the 
matter which appertains to the Irrigation Department. 
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MINUTE. 
HOOGHLY FEVER AND CONDITION OF THE RYOTS. 





LpunroseLy did not continue any direct inquiry after the Secretary of 
States’ despatch of September 1871, regarding the condition of the ryots of 
Bengal, because I did not think that we should get much more by asking the 
same questions again so soon, and because the main end and object of all my 
measures and inquiries has in fact been to approach to a solution of this one 
great question. Woe have progressed somewhat, and we hope to progress 
much more, towards knowing something of the numbers and classes of the 
population, of tenures aud rents, rates of wages and prices of food, and 
other thi affecting the condition of the people. The local officers have 
been specially desired to give us in their periodical reports all that they know 
of these things and of the general condition of the people, from year to year. 

2. The unnual administration reports now coming in from the different 
divisions contain much that throws great light on these subjects, and all this 
must bo collated with reference to this inquiry. he report of the Burdwan 
division, in which Hooghly-cum-Ilowrah, Burdwan and Midnapore are com- 
prised, has not yet been received. 

8. As respects the condition of the people of these provinces, one broad 
general assertion may I think be hazarded, viz., that they are as a rule com- 
paratively better off in the east, and worse off in the west. They are better 
off in the former in two respects, which may be more or less inter-related as 
cause and consequence. 

(1) The rate of wages is higher in the east at the same time that food 
is for the most part chcaper (Orissa in the west perhaps excepted with respect 
to cheapness of food); and (2) ronts in tho east are less screwed up to rack- 
rent pitch, and probably are lighter in comparison to the productiveness of 
the soil and tho remunerative character of such staples as jute, &., &e. 

4. I madea special inquiry on this subject of rents, and we have received 
a mass of figures, but they are very wide and vague, aud require much 
sifting before we can say more than the above. I take it the rent questions, 
which are cropping up in eastern districts, do not imply that rents are more 
racked there than elsewhere, but that the people have not yet submitted to 
rack-renting to the same extent as elsewhere. 

5. Itis certain thatif the practical working of the permanent settlement 
had accorded with the theory of the Regulations of 1793, if the ryots had 
fixity of rent as the zcmindars have fixity of revenue, the people of Bengal 
would now be the easiest in India; but it is far otherwise, and the degree to 
which rents have been racked in different districts is a great degree the measure 
of the comfort or discomfort of the people. 

6. In districts to the West, where labor is cheap and land is dear, there 
is this distinction, that the people of some districts emigrate freely, or what is 
more common than regular emigration (the emigration proper is in such a 
population insignificant), they go to other parts of the country for temporary 
service and labor, or go at ccrtain seasons to districts where hands are scarce, 
like bands of Irish reapers in former days. : 

‘The people of both Bohar and Orissa thus largoly supplement their home 
meats. The people of Chota Nagpore (perhaps of all the countries in India 
that in which labor is cheapest) do so still more largely, and seem in their 
own country to be pretty well-off in their very simple way. ‘This facility of 
emigrating or going out for labor extends wherever the aboriginal blood 
predominates; eg. into the Kaneegunge portion of Burdwan, Bancoorah, 
Beerbhoom, and upper Midnapore. But the fever tract is to the east of this 
in an Aryan country. *. 

7. The census returns show the district of Hooghly and a few thannahs 
of Midnapore (now invaded by the fever), with two or three thannahs of 
Burdwan, to -be the most populous tracts in these provinces—probably in 
ludia. 
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8. Then comes the question, what proportion of the whole are towns- 
people and non-agriculturalists? I fear that the census returns are not 
very reliable on this point, since so many people both cultivate and follow 
more or less some other occupation that it is very difficult to secure uniformity 
of practice in the classification. Tho agricultural laborers, too, have not been 
distinguished from non-agricultural laborers so well as we could wish. Also 


the statements of the Registrar-General do not give information on these 





points in 


avery accessiblo form. No doubt we must make allowance for the towns and 


great villages, containing a Jars 
fringe the river Hooghly in th 





town mercantile and fishing population, which 
Hooghly District, including Wowrah in that 


But apart from this wo find in tho back-lying thannals an immense 
population, notwithstanding that here is the low country so much covered 


with water that great drainage and reclamation works are su; 





gested. Similarly, 


in Midnapore, Mr. Harrison remarks that the most crowded thannahs are those 
in the pit of the low land between the great rivers. I do not take Doomjoor 
(with a population rate of 1,417 por mile) the thannah next to Howrah 
because that might be supposed to be suburban, though I am assured that it is 
really quite rural. Passing this over we have the thannahs of— 





Tuggutbullubpore ve 1,070 

Amptah 11093 

Khignakodly and | Of Hooghly. 
Chandeepore (or Ovlaberiah) onl 

Dasspore 1,311 

Panehkoorah 999 | Of Midnapore, 
Debra 1,016 





which seem to form a low-lying water-tract, stretching from behind Howrah 
to near Midnapore, without a single town and still with an average popula- 
tion fully equal to or execeding 1,000 per square mile of gross area. The 
figures opposite each thannah give the rate of population per mile. 

‘There can be no douht that this is an extremely dense rural popula- 
It considerably exceeds the densest of the Behar districts, Sarun, where 
considerablo rural tracts have a population of about 900 per square mile. 

11. Still, living as the rural Bengallecs do in scattered villages, the 

ry population is not so thick as necessarily to affoct health. If their 
health is affected by population, it must be either through poverty or owing 
to unsanitary habits, This very populated tract is in close proximity to, and 
easy river communication with Calcutta, where there is a great demand 
for labor, and labor fetches a good price. 

I believe that in these low lands there is not much rich garden 
cultivation ; itis, I think, chiefly a rier country; and rice, as cultivated in 
is a crop that requires corgparatively little Inbor. If this be so, it 
seem that so great a population cannot be profitably cmployed on’ so 
seant and water-logged a soil; and if the people are really unusually poor, the 
question will be whether it is because they won't go out and work, and prefer 
, tostay at homo on their patches of ground and starve. This may be tested 
by finding whether tho people of this part of the country work in Calcutta, or 
otherwise go out for labor. I have been told by men who ought to know that, 
in fact, many of them do work in Calcutta, and that they are not specially poor 
to other Bengal ryots. ‘his is, however, a view opposed to the 
opinions of Colonel Haig and Dr, Saunders, and the facts must be sifted. Iam 
inclined to think that it will be found that the people of this part of Bengal 
do not emigrate, although they may work in Caleutta, and that so long as tley 
are not killed down by disease they go on increasing ut home. 

18, Since it scems to be the case that the country, which has been the 
scene of Colonel Haig’s inquiry, and much cf which has also suffered from 
the fever, is really thermost excessive in point of population in the country, 
and seeing that infoymation regarding the country at large can but come in 
very gradually from many sources, 1 think it will be hest in the first 
instance to confine our special inquiries, in fulfilment of the wishes of the 
Government of India, to the fever districts and tho specially populous tracts 
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which I have mentioned, whilo we will at the same time publish the papers 
and invite information from officials and non-officials. 

14. It will be ascertained how far the questions propounded by the 
Government of India can be answered from the records of inquiries and 
reports already made, and special means will be taken to obtain information 
on those questions which cannot be sufliciently answered. 

15. With respect to the densely populated tract, I propose first to 
analyse very specially the population returns, to ascertain who the people 
of those tracts are, what occupations they follow, and how they are distributed 
in villages large or small. . 

16. I would then ask—Are these ‘people particularly poor as compared to 
the people of other districts, and if so, why ? What arc the prevailing rates of 
wages and priecs of food? Are they hard worked in their ordinary agricul. 
tural pursuits, or have they time on their hands? Are they rack-rented ? 
and would put the other questions suggested by the Government of India. 
Especially, I would very carefully inquire whether they work in Calcutta, 
‘Howrah, or elsewhere, aud whether thcy emigrate at all? I think special local 
inquiry on these points must be made by intelligent officers so as to get at 
the facts with greater precision than we have them from parts of the country 
which ure not thus specialised. 

17. Some special inquiry must be made regarding tho class of weavers 
who are, I believe, numerous in some parts of Hooghly, Burdwan, and 
Midnapore; since theirs is a down-going trade, and it may be that they, 
specially suffer. 

18. I may observe that while, on the one hand, some road cess returns 
sent in by the Commissioner of Burdwan would seem to show that the 
average holding of each ryot in Hooghly and Burdwan is unexpectedly small, 
on the other hand, 1 notice that in the proceedings of the Hooghly Road Cess 
Committee Baboo Joykishen Mookerjee is said to have stated that much land 
is lying untilled for want of poople to cultivate it, which would scem to imply 
that, since the fever at any rate, excess of population is not in his view the 
evil. Yet the census was taken after most of the ravage of fever in Hooghly 
had occurred. 

19. I am very much struck, in comparing the population returns with 
the map, to obsor've that the highest population almost exactly corresponds with 
the tract marked by Colonel Haig in the deepest colors as most in want of 
drainage and improvement, and with a similar tract in Midnapore, which has 
similarly suffered from flood, and the difficulty of carrying off the water, as 
I myself witnessed a few months ago, Colonel Iaig gives a vivid and, I may 
say, horrible description of the tract, as one in which there is absolutely no 
healthy flow of water whatever, and no escape—a hollow in which the water 
stagnates, and a mass of decaying vegetation festers in it; where noxious 
fumes exhale in tho hot weather, while the damp of the raw cold weather 
and extremes of temperature then prevailing render it still more unwholesome. 
Yet, in these reeking swamps, the human race seems to have multiplied to a 
greater extent than anywhere in India—perbaps in the world. It seems 
as if it may be almost said that wo cannot have too much water in this 
country, and that in such conditions in this climate, all sanitary science 
notwithstanding, the human race will multiply till it is wasted by great 
calamities, As it is, Colonel Haig truly observes that up to this time there 
has been much less fever in these recking swamps than in the higher parts 
of Burdwan and Hooghly, where there is a sensible natural drainage. 


The 14th August 1873. G. Camppen, 
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* Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops. 





Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, State aud Prospects of the Crops in the different Districts 
of Bengal, as reported to Gorernment during the week ending the 16th August 1873. 
















































































teint | 
Date of Character of the 
lt der State and pronpacts of the 
Ne. Diatrie, eet rom Ser Te i sad premete ease 
enc date | tation ‘hows. 
BENGAI. 
Western Districts. 1878. | 
(Burdwat Aug. 19th®) 891. [Weather hot ropa injured in places by|Fever prevalent. 
(1 [Bor e pei 
8 |Bancoorah i 16th | 7°64 [Heavy long continued] Very good in the graxter part} 
‘ain on the 10th, show-| of the district The prov} 
fry, the reat of the] pects of the ont-turn of 
wook. indigo have bean injured] 
8 |Boorbl we] 16th | 968 |Meavy rain all over the|Prokpects of crops generally No {acrosse of fever 
— Gigtrict throughout the| ors, " Considerable local) TRoed- Cholara 
wouk. damage to dhan from over-| Sime inks, 
flowing of Moro and Adjae,| 
bt not wulicient to seri 
ously affect the general 
. turn. 
‘4 |Midnapore | = 16th | 152 |Showery .-.|Rainfall sufficient md season. 
F. me ‘abla, but the Cosnye, which is 
‘constantly in bait food still 
Snundater‘Kasijo rah 
{ through one of the breaches, 
H which the executive engi- 
| heer haw not yet been abel 
' |. to repair 
6 |Booghly wy 16th | 8:90 [Cloudy and rainy for thelThe prospects of the crops are 
("find five “days of thel on the whole entistactory. 
| week and then clear. 
|Bowrah we] ow 16th 3-4 [Itnin almost every day of Transplantation of aman rice| 
the week thronghout| crop in carried on through| 
the district, Weather| out thedistrict, Jute being! 
cool. cat insome places Sugar’ 
ene gon 
Central Districts. iT 
6 leb-Porgunnabs wad ps 20th | 4:62 |Woother very clowe,|Transplantation of amun pro-(General health 
f me Showery with ocen, tisfuctorily nd] FOR Fever of 
a sional “heavy falls off ig into ear. type. ot preva: 
ae 
& } xin, Tent at Ratkhora 
i tid Barrons 
7 heuaden w-| 102 | 8:5 |erohes deena god det The ice promis fu 
of rain. tome” plies the siden 
S hheney taining drowned i 
E Tite, Iu the a the 
& . indigo promines well, but! 
i elxewhere the produce is} 
i ent. 
{ |Jessore 16th | 8°75 [Cloudy nnd rainy. Wind/Iu Nurrail the indigo is eaid| 
8 ‘usually ftom the south-, to be damaged by the execs 
wat five raity nd itis nocumry 
to ent. though yielding} 
bt lalf produce on account| 
of the rise of floods. The| 
fiw crop it alto eid to bel 
injured there by” the mate 
‘causes, but generally the} 
Drospects af Fico crop. ate 
gE fo Eee se] ay 26th | 8°86 [A good deal of rain and| 
& onoraly cloudy. 
Reta not 
i 10 |Dinagepore rs eas ae a 
\Maldah an] 16th |Cloudy, rain almost daily.|There has been a fair amount 
ax ss WT of min during the peat wok] 
which will greatly benef 
the orops. In omg 
tbanuals ve slog of th 
Ganges will probably -cause| 
some loss, 




















© Talogram of the 10th August roosived on the mune diy, 
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Rainfall 

Date of lat Gaddar| Charyoter of the weather ‘if tte 

No District. return Romeo) hatin au fara] 244 and prone of hy 
leech district-| noha, ‘Known. 


Hawanee, 





BENGAL.—(Contd.) 


Central Districts — 
(Cont.) 1873, | 
{ 


(12 |Rajehahye .{ Aug. 16th | 865 Thera has been moderate!The prospects of the ropal 
beh . | rain ‘throughout the] dhun are atill unfavorable 
istrict during the past] through want of hoo 
wock; wont winds in] rain which in also mn 
Iatter part of wook. | needed for the other rice 
crops. Tho latter, however 
farm and aig, are in better} 
i condition than the ropa 
Mulherry, mgarcane, urlur 
| land jute continne to th 
7722 [Rain general throughont}Transplanting of rice is being] 
‘the district, ried on. vigorously 
| Stagarcnne fvorale, jute 
fir average 
14 [Bograh «| 16th | #78 [Much more rain has|The prospects of the amun| 
| fallow. Fieger have improve 
| considerably in eonsequonc 
| of the Inte acceptabl 
frupply of rain, ‘Traneplanta- 
tion continues. 
(ap }Pubue co] yy 16th | 88° lytnch rain, which has}The jute near Serajeunge is} 
| done good dark nnd bail in color. 
‘Tot coming frm aint 
very good, ‘The prospect of 
ice eropm it fir. | 
In the. terai the early 
wee nw ping he a) 
turn in not expected to h 
so gond nx was anticipated, 
| but the loss will not bo eer 
H cas, “There fourth fh 
cold weather crope bas been| 
trmmeplanted. ‘The. want of 
suficiont rain will, it in eup-| 
porei, slightly affect the ont 
turn of their crop also. In 
the hille the crops are 
progresring favorably. 
ly, showery and sea-|Good han. Bhadoi which 
sonable, Deing cat ix kn average, 
| grap ere nd there i ba 














Rangpore cof oy 16th 





Rassmanre Drvistor.—(Costd.) 
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{ 16 | Darjeeling 16h | 710 sensonablo; plenty of ra 

















Cooca Braar Drvtsror, 


i fmffered from want ol 

» 16th | 294 [Showery. heavy cloud|Favorable. Planting out of 
‘nd pronpeets of abun-| amun dhan going on. 

dant rain at end of 

week. 


| 
17 |Sulpigoreo oly 16th | 322 ict 
| 


\Cooch Behar 


& 
fl 





» 19th | 443 [Rain duity. [Prospects of crops. good, ex-| 
: cept in west of distri 

16th | 508 |Rainyandclondy through.|The ‘aux crop is Atill- being 

out the week, reaped, the ont-turn it ia 
| | expected will be rbont al 
| of other years. The con-| 
i tinued wet woather and the} 
| want of sunnhine during] 
| 





H 
i 
i 


the week have been 
source of great anxiety 
everywhere, owing to the} 
‘crop roaped being at pre-| 
i} went stocked ‘a moist} 
| atate, sunshine being necee-| 
{ sy to dry thom before) 
| thrashing, mileas, therefore 
| 8 few dry days ocear very 
soon, it is feared much 

the grain will forment. andl 
spait The aman crop i 
| doing well. Rivors hare 


slightly fallen, 

20 [Backergunge -| oy 16th | "859 |Geod. 
21 /Mymensing ® 16th | 422 |There has boon abun-{The ortpe are doing pretty 

ant, ut mot exces-| well. 
sive rain. 
» 9h] 487 [Cool and showory —.,|More rain ‘wanted for the] 
‘amu rrop. Rivers andl 

Ihaors still low. 
28 (Cache co| 9 Sth | 862 |Weother soasomableCrops looking tolerably well} 
: loudy with rain, ‘Tea operations good. 
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Dacca Division. 





22 Sylhet 

































































































































































Ralofall 
Daze of Jat Sudder| Character of the weather | grare 
5: roc [teas and pronnrets of the 
a Poms Laat [iation pes naan, 
BENGAL. —(Conld.) t ! 
1873, | 
Eastern Districts — | 
(Contd) | 
{ % [Chittagong Ang. 9th | 625 [Rainy and cloudy ...\Ploughing in atill going on, 
ML reporta_are faveruble| 
though uw few low lying! 
pluces on the south of tho| 
district are under water 
85 |Nonkchally » 9th | 44 [Cloudy and rainy —...|Aue dhan is being gathered in| 
a Vand the transplantation of 
5 é the amun dhan nearly com} 
6 pleted 
gq 28 Tipperss |» 16th) 706 [Constant rain in nine Very favorable at hend-quar. 
4 Police stations, under! tere, it heavy rain ia meh 
= hhead-quarters. Rainfall) wuuted in the sub-division, 
E tw the northward dix) 
a] | proportionately! 
g age 
ainfli at Heabmen, 
27 |Chittagong Hill Tracts, Sth | 71 [Continuous and heayy Good. 
? rains 
Hill Typperab nt 9th | 477 |iteavy rain thronghont Sowing still going on, the 
| the week, — weather) cultivators are all hard at 
cloudy and very warm, work. Prospects good, 
HEHAR. 
(28 Patna ws 19th®) 1°55 [Pair weather [River in fast going down. ieatatent 
reports from the interior off Us the 
Cine ditriet at rend tho] Haaret gna ery 
aamige done ter the crops] of Behar 
by. the floods much the} 
|) sane an last week. 
29 aya » 16th | 672 [Gloomy and cont Bhai crap mal injure ty 
“Tranaplantinig 
fran wing. j 
80 |[Shababad 16th | 744 fsemonabte, On the wholeThe any rulvand food bar 
Tew rain. | heen unfavorable to the 
| Vimdoi crop, but of benefit 
| tothe aghtny. No return! 
; |. ftom Snseram i 
81 |Tirhoot eof un 16th | 1-96. Jctoudy, oronsonal showers There: Its been heney rain_in Cholura preva 
J aid’ interval of sans) the rth of the district) 
2 | kine. ‘Tho rain that Ins fullen in 
z | | ‘the northeast maysaye dhan) 
E | tosomieestent, but the crop 
cannot powibly he wn ave 
z | age une. Bhudos crops aro 
&] 2 som WO | 8:04 int fee age cloudy Ruin generals throuont the CBee, eoginus 
With continuons rain) district. Craps nll coming Siuelepox deere 
the Test Hiree days fie) on well. “-Munntieture of 
| | And ‘seasonuble. Pree) indigo (Ist enttings) gin 
| vailing witid wests briskly. The trarmplant 
1 | tiom of paddy sceillings 
| fast postal on and will 
tly be completed) 
Hl nian com and padly in 
‘the churs anal Tow lands have 
fecal to monn extedt from 
continuous heavy ra im, 
within the juristletion 
{Themes Deghowes, Purse, 
| | and outpost Gurkln iu the, 
| f sudder sub-division, | 
98 |Chumparun » 16th | 752 [Cloudy and rainy, west rain which fell Cholera, still ree 
wind uring the week Ine Deen, Hernan the 
| of great benefit to the) fet - 
| Tiadoi crop 
£84 Monghyr vw» 16th | 752 Scasonable "A good deal oF maka erops on 
E Tow inucle uve been spoilt 
i hy the Lewvy rains, but’ thel 
| h lands wre 
hw | exes Reports. froin] 
, ub-divisions favorable, 
‘85 [Bhangulpore » 19th] O45 [Fine with west wind (Excellent report of ll cropa(Hemeral heath very 
5 , from muth, wore 
a wanted in the north, 
96 |Purnoah ve 16th | 4 JBeary enn only in the Prowcts muuch, Yetier than 
ly pertof tite week) lust wouk, bat more rain 
wanted expecially in Kis 
| estes. 

















© Tplegram of the 10th August reosived om the samme day. 
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Dat Character of the weather 
xo | inn, (oft pe Bele; Chae sent) cae and pro he 
leach district. inches. | ‘as known: rope 

BEHAR—(Contd.) 1873. 

(87 JBonthal P dbs ,,| Aug. 16th | 412 [Rain foll evory day duringjAM crops are going on wel 

B [ict ate teen = ‘te week wiuhintervals| at presents penerah inthe 
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CHOTA NAGPORE, 
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AgsAM 


Agency. 


Hazarecbungh 


{Lobardugga 


[singbboom 
Maunbboom 

axp_ ADJACENT 
HILLS. 


JGootparals 


|Eamroop 








| South. West Frontior 


particular! 


excellent. 


» louie} 1°22 |Wenther hot, rain at Jaj-/Prospects of 
pote, Kendraparah, and) 
Suggutsinghpore ‘sab 


w» Sth} 726 Rain has fallen every day.|Weeding 








624. fiolda of 


Jood, nnd 
ie ala ge 


Otdhar, Ki 
Sugarcane 


Pacherndui 


slanting 
Other 
weather 

forishing. 
16th | 271. [Showery; air close Promising. 

Doing ha 
‘turn isin 
the count 


6 





» 16th | S61 |Reiny throughout the dis /Bhadoi crop 























of sunshine. rudiier sub-division will be 
goed but not fall crop. 
In Godda itis mid to. tn) 


everywhere promince to bel 


planting it ont has boen all 
that could bo desired. 


Tainfall wt Kioorda| still going on in sarad| 
hang, Chowbiekud, Ma 


fields of ‘Pergunnah Seruin, 


in Porgunnabs Oldhar,| 


Cotton is baing” gathered in 
Pergunnahs "Attarodh and 
Ahn, The inte rain hea 
deen beneicial for the cold] 
weather crops, Khoorda—| 
tard paddy very promising 
Weeding Sniaed 


inundated, but damage 
is not anticipated, 





ly fine. Dha| 


‘Weather — for! 


‘the crops fair. 


ind traneplanting| 


Pergunnahs Ra.| 





others, Woodit 
‘oing on in beali 


‘urlo, and others, 
‘scems promising| 





ai, and others, 


‘and trans. 
still going on, 
iscellaneous cold] 
erupa are ulo| 


‘The benli crop] 
and the sarud ie 
rowed. ‘The Boi 
high floods, andl 
ry Dear ita mouth| 


han wufferod from|Small-pox is re 
rom Smallpox, ine 




















‘net, fxcoaive rait, the rice! 92 i 
crop in being rapidly tras saat, ee 
planted and promises well. | «athe docken 

i 400 |Rainy;seasonable —.,The prospocta continne favor 
ace u tle, ct ta Belew tho 
Tina been rather too much] 
rain for the tat ai, goon di 
find Kodo craps all of which} 
Ihave vufered a good doa. 
9th | 401 [Scasonobie. Rain aniver-|Very favorable. All progressing!A few ra 
‘a oll over the dstziet| well, hols. 
w 16a] 726 [roel Hayy ro al the cope are ing wel Pen bet 
iariug the daye with] traneplanting nearly 
fio nights, finished. Soe ante 
th | 168 Jit two days dry andiranplantation of nite 

‘sunny and the remninr| erepe is getting on wel] 

Ing part of the wees| though rain in yet wdly 

cloudy and rainy} wanted in. some placon| 
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© Tolagram of the 1th August received on the samme day. 
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Careurra, Staristica Deer, 
The 19th August 1873. 





Published for general information. 


R. Keren, 
Asst, Secy. to the Govt, of Bengat. 
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Carourts, 





The 16th dugust 1873. 





H. F. Branrorn, 


Meteorvivgscul Reporter wo the Gort. of Bengut, 


116% SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTR, AUGUST 20, 1878. 


Meteorological Telegraphic Report for the period 10th to 16thsAugust 1873. 
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© Velosity of wind in milea per hour. 
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Catcurta, iH. F. Buawrozp, : , 
The 16th Auguat 1878, Ustsorolegical Reporter to the: Government of -Bonpahy 
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Reeults of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Surveyor-General's Office, 





Calcutta, from 8th to 14th August 1873. 
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the twenty-four hourly olservauions wade durin: 


the hamidity of the oir, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity. 





are derived from 





‘The mean barometer, as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer mea 
the aay. 





‘The figures in column 10 represent 


‘The dow-point is computed with the Greenwich constants. 
‘The receiver of the 


lower rain gauge is 14 feet, and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches above the level of tne 
ground. The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson's anemometer, ix registered from noon to noon. 


Se 
‘The extrome variation of temperature during the past seven days 4 








The max. vemperavure during the past seven days BHO 
The max. temperature during the corresponding period of the past yenr 803 
The meun humidity during the past. seven dys 0-90 
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© oll from 3 Pat, of the 11th. 
Goresnaura OKs, 


In charge uf the Onereutorg, 
Tae U8th duguet S78. 
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Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 











EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—MAIN LINE. 
Approsimate Return of Trafic for week ended 2nd August 1873, on 1,280 miles open. 
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CALCUTTA AND SOUTH-EASTERN STATE RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Urafie for week ended Ith August 1873, an 28 miles open. 
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NULUATEE SPATE RATLW. 


Approzimato Return of Traffie for wock ented Mh August 873, ou BFL miles open. 
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ILLEGAL CESSES LEVIED FROM RYOTS IN BENGAL. 
Tux following papers rogarding the illegal cessos levied by zemindars from 
ryots in Bengal are published for general information :— 
RESOLUTION. 
REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 
Lanp Revenue. 
Darjeeling, the 30th May 1873. 
Reap acarn— 
Circular order No. 57, dated the 12th December 1871, and the enclosures thereof. 
Reza also— 
The replies of the Commissioners of Divisions thereto as below, the whole having 
reference to the illegal cesees levied by the zemindars in Bengal from their ryots. 
Lettera Nos. 477 and 139, dated let October 1872 and 27th March 1873, with enclosures, 


from Comuissioner of Burdwan. 
Totter Ge. SRG, dated Sth July 1872, with enclosures, from Commisgioner of Presidency 
ston. 





Divis 
Lotter No. $8, dated 19th April 1872, with enclosures, from Commr. of Rajshahye. 

» » lust, » 25th June 4, 4 a » —» of Cooch Behar, 
a WIS 11ey Hs mt ae i » » of Dacea, 

» 9 i2l, 4, 27thM oo» ” » x of Chittagong. 
» wl, » 2nd July poo» » » » of Patna, 

e #18, Wth June 4, 4 ‘i » 9» of Bhaugulpore. 


igth July 5, ‘a 3 og of Chota Nagpore, 
22nd Dec. ,, of Assam, 

1, The Board of Revenue brought to the notice of Government the 
‘legal exactions practised upon their ryots by tho zemindars in several districts, 
and under the orders of the Tioutouant- Governor the circular above referred to 
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was issued to Commissioncrs of Divisions to ascertain whether similar practices 
prevailed in other districts also, Commissioners were requested to state clearly 
the extent to which such practices existed, and the manner in which they 
should be checked. 

2. The replies of the Commissioners, which have now been received and 
considered by His Honor, make it eleur that, in spite of the law, cesses in large 
numbers arc Povied from ryots by almost every zemindar in tho country ; the 
fact being that owing to the absence of sullicient agency in Bengal, those parts 
of the regulations which give rights and privileges to zemindars have not only 
been maintained, but stretched to the utmost ; while those parts which restrained 
them and limited their rights have been uiterly set at naught. 

3. This system of illegal exactions is now, however, in such universil 
vogue, is so deeply rooted, and so many social relations depend thereon, that 
it becomes a question whether it is desirable that Government should _by any 
gencral or very stringent. measures interfere to put a stop to them. It must 
be thoroughly understood however, that the Government, in hesitating to adopt 
severe or extreme measures, in no degree recognizes or legaliaes these cesses. 
Illegal, irrecoverable by law, and prohibited by law, they must remain; but it 
may perhaps be better, under all the circumstances except in extreme cases, 
not directly to interfere, As the people ges better protected, better educated, 
and better able to understand and protect-their own rights and position, things 
will no doubt to some extent adjust themselves. 

4. For the present, then, the Lieutcnant-Governor thinks that it will be 
sufficient to direct that Magistrate-Collectors should be careful to interfere in 
the cu: any extreme oppression. In any case in which any duress or 
violence is used by zemindars or others to enforce illegal cesses, the Magistrate 
should interfere promptly, treating the matter as an extortion ; and wherever in 
any partienlar estate the zemindur, by any means, manages to collect from his 
ryots inordinate cesses, exceeding those sanctioned by tho usag 
of the country, measures should be taken to inquire and ase 
protect and instruct the ryots as to their rights, and generally to put a stop to 
such oppressions by every legal and proper means, 

5. His Honor will also take advantage of the opportunity offered by the 
publication of the road cess rules to make it generally known to the people 
that excepting that one cess, of which the burden on the ryots will be strictly 
limited in cach district, ull other cesses are illegal and irrecoverable by law. 

6. A copy of this resolution and connected papers will be forwarded to 
the Board of Revenue for information. 

A copy of the resolution will be transmitted to Commissioners of Divisions 
for the information and guidance of the Magistrates and Collectors. 

The whole of the papers will also be laid before the Government of India, 
under cover of a separate letter, for such notice as may be deemed necessary. 




























































No. 1483, dated Darjeeling, the 30th May 1873. 
From—C. Berwann, Esq. Offg. Secrvtary to the Government of Bengal, in the 
Revenue Departinent, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, in the Home Department. 
T am dirccted to submit, for the information of the Government of Indi, a 


Circular No. 67, dated 12th December 1871, wits enclorurer, 
frites Nix ae anita dated it Onehee iege ansraren COPY Of the papers noted on tho 


March 1873, with enclosures, frow Comminsionce of Burivan, Margin, containing information. 
ABT, with enclosures, fom gathered from the Commissioners 

h Apri, with enclosures, from Of Divisions as to the le of illegal 
wh som ra itm, S808 DY the gemindarsle Bongal 
from Commissioner of Conch Behar ” from the cultivators, togother with 
leer No, 728, dated 11th March 1872, with enclosure, g copy of aresolution which the 


data 27 Moy 1872, with enclosures, from Lieutenant-Governor has recorded 

utaioner of Calta gba. i thereon. ‘I am to ask whether the 

Letter No, 251, dated 2nd July 1872, with enclosures, from ricer i 

Commissioner of Pain, ‘ction taken, by His Honor has the 
ited 1984 Jone 1872, with encores, fam approval o his Excellency the 


Lettor No. 1604, dated 18th July 1872, with enclosurce, from Governor-General in Council, and 
Commissioner of Chota Nuzpore. 


Totter No. 210, uated 2vid December 1872, with exclowuren, 60 4 beso ire if any further orders are 
side; 


from Commissioner of Axsum ed m '. 
Printed abutract of the ubove reports, dated the eit necgaaary, 
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2. Iam toobserve that theso papers show conclusively what a drop 
in the ocean our legal road cess is compared to the mass of cesses illegally 
exacted from tho peoplo by the zomindars of Bengal, 

3. Iam also to draw attention to the universal levy of the “dik khurcha” 
toreimburse tho zemindars for the zemindari dak-tax, as showing how futilo 
it has been to put a cess on the zemindars and not on the ryots, and how 
unlikely it is that, as things now stand, the ryots would have got off the road 
cess even if they had beon exempted by law. 





No. 681, dated Simla, the 18th Augnst 1873. 
From—A. 0. Hume, Hsg., .0., Sveretary to the Government of India, Department of 


Agriculture, Revenue and Commerce, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Revenne Department. 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th May 
1878, No. 1483, addressed to the Home Department, forwarding copy of a 
Resolution recorded by His ILonor the Lieutenant-Governor, and of the corre. 
spondence cited in the preamble thereof, on the subject of the levy of illegal 
cesses by zemindars in Bengal from the cultivators on their estates. 

2, "From the reports submitted by the Commissioners of Divisions, it 
appears that cesses which are not recognized by law are extensively levied 
throughout the whole Presidency, but that they vary very materially both as to 
character and amount. ‘The Licutenant-Governor has arrived at the conclusion 
that any direct interference by Government with the levy of these cesses would 
be inexpedient excepting in extreme cases. His Honor has therefore considered 
it sufficient for the present to— 

“direct that Magistrate-Collectors should be careful to interfere in the case of any extreme 
oppression. Jn any ease in which any duress or vivleuce is used by zemindars or others to 
enforce illegal vesses, the Mazistrate should interfere promptly, treating the matter as an 
extortion; and wherever, in any particular estate, the zcmindar by any means manages to 
collect trov his ryots inordinate cesses, exceeding those sanctioned by the usages of that’ part 
of the country, measures should be taken to inquire and ascertain the facts, to instruct aud 
protect the ryots as to their rights, and generally to put a stop to such oppressions Ly every 
legal and proper means.” (Para, 4 of the Resolution.) 

His Honor also proposes to take advantage of the opportunity offered by the 
publication of the road cess rules to give some further explanation to the people 
with respect to their liability by law to the payment of cesses. 

8. His Excellency the Governor-General in Council entirely approves the 
orders issued and the action proposed to be taken by ILis Honor the Licutenant- 
Governor, and His Excellency is of opinion that for the present no further 
orders are called for on this subject. * 
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MEDICAL SCHOOLS IN THE INTERIOR OF BENGAL AND THE 
OALOUTTA MEDICAL COLLEGE. . 


RESOLUTION. 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT, 
Generac, 


Calcutta, the 18th August 1873. 
Reap— 

The correspondence of 1869 regarding the establishment of medical achools at different 
places in Bengal. 

‘The replies received to the further call for report made by this Government in Juno 1873, 

‘The recent annual report of the Caleutta Medical College. 

The correspondence of 1868-70, which ended in the appointment of a committee for the 
preparation of medical text-books in the vernacular ; also Dr. C. N, Macnamary’s 
letter of the Sth August 1873, stating his views und those of other medical writers 
on the best system of scientific terminology for vernacular medical works, 

Beap also— 

The letter addressed by this Government to the Government of India, Home Depart- 
ment, on the Lth August 1873, renewing the proposal thatasum of six lakhs offered 
jn 1871-72, haif by the Government: of India and half by the Bengal Government, 
should be spent in making additions and improvements to the Medical Colloge 
Hospital buildings. : 

Reso.ution.—In the year 1869 there was much discussion and corre- 
spondence regarding the best way of giving instruction to the rapidly increas- 
ing numbers of Bengulees who desired to enter the medical profession. It was 
agreed by all that the Culcutta Medical College was not capable of indefinite 
enlargement. It was held by somo that small classes of medical students 
might very well receive at district dispensaries such elementary teaching in 
medicine as would chable them to settle in their own districts as medical 
practitioners and to treat usefully the ordinary Indian diseases. Others held 
that inexpensive medical schools might be attached to the head-quarters of each 
division ; while the majority of medical men were of opinion that nothing short 
of the standard of medical education now given would fit men to be licensed as 
medical practitioners. ‘The papers of this discussion were laid before the 
Government of India in 1869 by Sir William Grey, who explained his object 
to be the “training up of a body of local practitioners able to apply simple 
remedies to ordinary diseases, such as cholera, small-pox, and epidemic fever, 
and who should displace the present ignorant native koberajes.” The Bengal 
Government at the same time proposed to attach medical classes to the Mitford 
Hospital at Dacca under the superinfendence of the Civil Surgeon. The 
Government of India left it to the Lieutenant-Governor’s discretion to adopt 
the course deemed best, and said that no further imperial grant could at that 
time be given for the promotion of medical education in Bengal. No local funds, 
however, were available for the proposed objects, and the proposals of 1869 were 
not carried out. 

2. From time to time the Medical College authorities have represented 
that the college premises and lecture-rooms were quite insufficient for their” 
purpose; that the College Hospital was in many respects unsuitable; and that a 
new hospital and college were required at a cost of a very large sum of money. 
The necessity of a very considerable improvement of the hospital and extension 
of the college was urged by the present Lieutenant-Governor in 187], and the 
Government of India was pleased to accede to the Lieutenant-Governor’s p1 
that a sum of six lakhs or £60,000 should be given, half from the imperial and 
half from provincial funds, for the improvement and enlargement of the 
hospital and college, This sum was, however, deemed insufficient by the coll 
authorities; and the proposal was on that account unfructuous. During the 
last few weeks the Lieutenant-Governor has informed‘the college authorities 
that in his opinion the time has come when he must do the best he can with 
six lakhs, if that sum can be made available, and he has invited their 
assistance and suggestions. s 
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8. The proposed extensions of the College Hospital and college class-rooms 
will, however, not mect the difficulty now caused by the unmanageable numbers 
of the Medical College classes, nor the want felt for inereascd medical instruction 
in many partsof Bengal. ‘The necessity that Government should deal very carly 
with this matter was strongly brought to the notice of the Licutenant-Governot 
by the Inspector-General of Hospitals and by the Medical College authori 
the month of May last. ‘Tho Lientenant-Governor caused selections from the 
previous correspondence to be circulated to officers of the Medical College and 
to other civil and medical officers ; and he also invited a full expression of opinion 
from the Inspector-Gencral of Hospitals upon the best way of merting this 
difficulty. The replies to this reference have now been considered by the 
Lieutenant-Governor. Dr. Campbell Brown’s report, which is very full and 
interesting, shows that three questions press for very early disposal, namely— 
re5) Bheie provement of the vernacular classes at the Calcutta Medical 
jollege, 
(2) The establishment of vernacular medical schools at other places 
in Bengal. 
(8) The completion of a series of vernacular text-books of medicine 
and surgery with the least possible delay, 
4, Taking these three subjects in order, tho Licutenaut-Governor comes 
first to— 
The improvement of the vernacular classes al the Caleulla Medical Colleye. 
* At present the pupils in the Medical College consist of — 
rimary class students a 












Who are instructed in English up to a 





Hospital apprentices .. a, al Be i 

Casual siudents oe 79,5, _ gh standard 

Licentiate class siudents 6. 440.1 Who are instructed in Bengalee up to the 

Native apothecary class 2. 882 standard required for a native doctor's 
diploma, 

Native medical pupils ++ 136 Who are instructed in Hindnstanee up 
to the native ductor’s stanuard. 

Total ae 1,394 





The two classes of students who are taught in Bengaleo attend exactly 
the same lectures, lvarn the same subjects, and are examined in the same 
subjects for the most part. Drs. D. B. Smith and Cutcliffe recommend 
that the two classes be blended into one under the title of the licentiate 
It seems to be generally admitted that such an am:lgumation is desirable ; and 
the Lieutenant-Governor approves of its being carried out. ‘The Medical 
Department will decide what title had best to be given to the amalgamated 
Bengalve classes; but the alteration had better not be carried out until the 
fee rates have been revised and the other proposals regarding the Calcutta 
vernacular classes have been finally scttled.. 

6. But whatever may be the final arrangements of the vernacular classes, 
the main facts for the present purpose are that we have at the Medical College 
1,400 students, whose numbers increase 25 per cent. every year ; that the hospital 
at which these students receive clinical teaching makes up 137 beds ; that nearly 
690 of the students receive a high education through the medium of the 
English language, and from selected and highly paid European professors; that 
nearly .800 students receive a shorter and less complete medical education in 
Bengalee at the hands of the selected but less highly paid native teach and 
that about 130 pupils, mostly up-country men, reccive the same oducation in 
Hindustanee gt the hands of the same teachers that instruct the Bengalee classes. 
Dr. Campbell Brown tells us that for every hundred medical students there 
ought to be -50 beds in the hospital at which bedside teaching is given, and he 
tells us also that 500 students is about as large a number as one set of lecturers 
can satisfactorily teach, an that at any rate 1,000 must be the maximum num- 
ber which any single melical school should gontain. The Collegé Principal and 
Professors tall us in the plaincst Janguage that, with the present overcrowded 
classes, one half of the students actually cannot hear what a lecturer says, still 
fewer can understand the demonstrations, and. any roal bedside teaching or 
tutorial instruction by question and answer is, for all but the few attentive, 
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clever student, almost impossible. The consequences are that only 31 per cent, 
of the Medical College students ever pass and gain their diploma; and (as in 
the case mentioned by Dr. C. Macnammra) even a passed student who had got 
his diploma has received no practical teaching, and “did not know where to 
place his stethoscope in order that he might listen to the sounds at the apex of 
the heart; at last fixed on a point above the right nipple, and then started off 
with a bit of some lecture about the sounds of the heart.” 

6. It secms to the Lieutcnant-Governor abundantly clear that we cannot 
continue to keep the inereasing Bengalee classes attached to the Medical Col. 
lege Hospital. We are bound, if we teach them at all and give them diplomas, 
to attach them to a hospital where they can have some real bedside teaching, 
and to provide enough teschers and lecture-rooms, so that each student 
may get some real tutorial instruction from a competent man, before he is 
launched into the world with a Government license to treat his country-men 
for all manner of dis It is also clear that the Medical College Hospital, 
its accommodation, and its European staff of professors, is not more than 
sufficient for the 500 students of the English classes, who are rapidly increas. 
ing in numbers, and who reecive the highest medical education we can give, 
The Bengalee classes must be accommodated elsewhere, where they can have 
plenty of room and care, and receive regular clinical teaching. The only 
institution in Calcutta to which they could be attached is the Pauper Hospital 
at Sealdah, which makes up 300 beds, and near which there is ample space. 
This hospital is supported hy the Calcutta Municipality; but the Lieutenant. 
Governor believes the Justices will readily agree to iis becoming the seat of so 
important an institution as the vernacular branch of the Medical College. He 
would hope, too, that the attention, which the hospital would receive in connec- 
tion with snch an institution, may lead to some decrease of the sad mortality 
which occurs there, 

7. Af the Justices have no objection, the Lieutenant-Governor would 

ropose to take immediate steps for providing the requisite lecture-rooms and 
Buildings for the accommodation of the vernacular classes at the Sealdah 
Hospital. He would hope that the Government of India may be able to render 
available, for the time at least, some of the buildings designed for the Port 
Canning Railway. The Sculdah classes would continue to be a branch of the 
Medical College, and would enjoy the advantage of the supervision of the 
Principal and the College Council; but they would have ample acoommoda- 
tion, and their teachers would be able to give them clinical instruction. The 
difficulty as to the insufficient number of teachers could be overcome in part 
dy relieving the teachers of the Bengalee classes of the Hindustanee pupils 
who may possibly be eventually transferred to medical schools where Hindu- 
stanee is the vernacular, a large proportion of them being military students 
from the Upper Provinces. The vernacular teachers who now give a double 
set of lectures, one set in Bengalee and one set in Hindustanee, would be able, 
when the Hindustance students are transferred, to give their full time to 
teaching the Bengaleo students. It would probably be necessary to have a 
selected European medical officer, or a first-rate native officer on almost as high 
pay, as Superintendent at Sealdah, to maintain discipline and direct the classes. 
The appointment of the Police Surgeon, who has now charge of the Sealdah 
Hospital, might perliaps be re-arranged in connection with the scheme, if the 
Justices agree. A native House Surgeon might be substituted for the Apothe- 
cary now resident at the hospital. The total extra cost of the Branch Medical 
College at Sealdah would probably not be very excessive, while the fees received 
from the classes are already large. The vernacular teachers would be trans- 
ferred as they stand to Scaldah; but the Lieutenant-Governor fears it would 
not be possible to reduce the European staff ofthe Medical College, because 
the professors would have the fall: Boglish classes they now teach, which 
number about 500 students, and which are rapidlyincreasing. 

8. The Lieutenant-Governor now comes to the second point, namely— 

The establishment of Vernacular Medicat Schools at other plades'in Bengal. 


Dr. Campbell Brown tells us that the present Medical College supplies the 
actual wants of the public service, and that it is also supplying: See er 
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of men who settle down in Bengal villages and towns as private practitioners. 
The number of these practitioners in some of the centres of population is already 
considerable, as will be seen from the following passage in Dr. Brown’s report. 
He writes— 

Some idea of the number of practitioners who may possibly settle among*tho people 
may be gained from the following facts, which I have derived from recent inspection reports 
submitted by Deputy Surgeon-General I. B. Buckle, c. #, Inthe town of Hooghly (and 
Chinsurs), with 34,761 inhabitants, there are, besides men in Government employ and 
native koberajes, 23 private practitioners, or 1 to every 1,511 persons. Of these, 5 belong to 
the Snb-Assistant Surgeon Class, 5 to the Native Doctor Class, 13 to the Compounder Class, 
In the town of Jessore, with 8,152 inhabitants, Uere ure 5 private practitioners, or 1 to every 
1,630 inhabitants, Of these, 1 was a native doctor, 1 a ecompounder, 2 are failed students, 
and 1a nondiscript. In the town of Kishnazhor, with 26,150 inhabitants, there are 14 
















private practitioners, or 1 to every 1,910 persons. Of these, 2 belong to the Sub-Assistant 
Surgeon Class, 2 are rejected students, 2 native doctors, 3 compouwicrs, and 5 servants to 
private dispensaries. Tuking these places as representative, it appears that 1 practitioner in 





every 2,000 inhabitants can earn a living, Were a similar proportion tu obtain throughout 
Bengal, there would be 34,000 medical practitioners, and to meet losses by death, it would 
bo necessary to provide about 900 men yearly.” 

The great and constant increase of students at the Medical College shows 
that the profession of medicine is becoming popular; and the Licutenant- 
Governor is glad to learn that it is also fairly lucrative, for he has been told 
that most of the practitioners mentioned in the foregoing extract are believed 
to earn from Rs. 50 to Rs. 200 a month. Sceing how very much there is of 
remediable illness and disease in Bengal, the Government cannot but view with 
satisfaction tho fact that private practitioners of scientific medicine are 
spreading themselves among the more advanced districts and towns of Bengal. 
And the Lieutenant-Governor believes it to be the bounden duty of Government 
to make the best arrangements possible for teaching young men who wish to 
study medicine. 

9. One-third of the Medical College students are said to come from Dacca 
and its neighbourhood, notwithstanding the expenses and other drawbacks 
incident to young men coming to live in Calcutta. It scems quite certain 
that if medical schools were established at places like Dacca and Patna, the 
classes would very soon fill. At any rate it is absolutely necessary to establish 
such schools and relieve the Calcutta Bengalee classes, which already number 
nearly 800 pupils, and will at the recent rate of increase reach 1,100 or 1,200 
in another two years. The Lieutenant-Governor considers that it is absolutely 
necessary to establish vernacular medical schools at Dacca and at Patna ut 
once. At Dacca there is the Mitford Hospital to which the school could be 
attached; it already makes up some sixty beds, and its accommodation will 
have to be enlarged when the Dacca school students exceed 200 in number. 
At Patna the hospital will have to be in some degree enlarged at the expense of 
Governmont in order to mect the requirements of the medical school. 

10. ‘The Lioutenant-Governor would prefer to have a separate medical 
officer in charge of oach of these new schools; for the civil surgeonci 
and Patna have already very much work. But such a separate officer would 
add very greatly to tho cost of the schools. ‘The Agra schvol has been managed 
successfully by the Civil Surgeon for a number of years; and if the Medical 
Department think it possible, the new schools might be opened under the 
general supervision of the Civil Surgeon at Dacca and Patna, competent native 
medical officers being placed at their lead, and the Sub-Assistant Surgeons now 
employed being utilized. If this be done, then the cost of each of these schools 
might probably not be vory excessive, For the native teachers and the hospital 
Bouse porate at the vernacular schools of medicine, the best plan will be to give 
a staff ance, in addition to their grade of the officer employed. ‘The 
Lieutenant-Governor jtnderstands that Dr. Brown inclines to this plan, as being 
‘calculated to keep good and contented men, rather than to a consolidated 
allowance, such asis given to the present Calcutta teachers, 

«© Al. . The Lientenant-Governor thus accepts the view held by the majority 
Of officers. consulted, that we must keep the level of our vernacular medical 
teaching at least up to the standard laid down for the Calcutta vernacular 
classes. At the same time he considers that there is much in what 
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Dr. O. Macnamara’says th the following extract regarding the advantages of 
teaching apprentices at district hospitals and dispensaries. Dr, Macnamara 
writes:—_ 

“ What we require on the part of the professor is that he should gain some personal 
knowledge of his pupils, instructing them when in class somewhat after the fashion of the 
Oxford tutors, and referring them to oxisting vernacular toxt-books in place of lectures, 
except perhaps on the subject of chemistry and anatomy. Beyond this it is not to 
bring # number of iguoraut native youths from their homes to study in a place like the 
‘Medical College, where they are practically beyond the supervision of their superior and 
exposed to all the evil influences of a city like Calcutta, Many of them take to bad habits, 
and some lose self-respect so far as to becoming actual beggars. Most of them have little 
regard for their superiors, and ultimately turu out a sct of practitioners much inferior in 
every way to the old class of nativ: doctors, who were trained by our Civil Surgeons and 
regimental medical officers, but who had not enjoyed the advantages of a college education. 

“ For the purposes described in Mr. Eden’s letter, it would be better to revert to our 
former practice of training local practitioners rather thau extend the Medical College system 
of edueation to Dacea, Patua, or anywhere else. I would advocate the scheme of affording 
young mten an opportunity of gaining an clementary but practical knowledge of their work 
in our various charitable dispeusaries and the jail hospitals of the districts in whith they 
reside. There ate several advantages in schools of this kind ; iu the first place, the influence 
of friends and relations is brought to bear on the pupil ; the student learns the habits, dialect, 
discases, and the power of resistance to disease of the class of people he is brought in contact 
with ; aud what is very important, he thus comes immediately under the eye of his superiors. 
Ifa decent fellow, he catches more or less of their tone, and if bad man, his faults are 
quickly detected, and he is turned out of the place. Every district charitable dispensary, 
should be capable of holding twenty beds besides having attached to it a residence for the 
Sub-Assistant Surgeon, and an out-patient department. 1 would not permit more than ten 
pupils at @ time to study at any one dispensary, und they should be allowed a monthly stipend 
from Government.” 


The Lieutenant-Governor would uot wish to insist upon the plan being 
tried everywhere. But he considers it might be made a very useful parallel 
system, and perhaps it might in some way supplement our medical school 
teaching. Ho would ask the Inspector-Geneval of Hospitals to suggest arrange- 
ments under which Civil Surgeons might receive, as practical apprentices in 
the district hcspitals, students who have passed the College course. 


The Lieutenant-Governor would be disposed to advise that a smaller course 
than otherwise of theoretical study should be accepted from students who also 
serve one ycar’s apprenticeship at a district hospital before they are granted a 
license to practise and receive a certificate of practical efficiency. But on this 
point Sir George Campbell would wish to receive an cxpression of the Inspector- 
General’s views. It is possible that the system (referred to in Dr. Brown’s 
12th paragraph) whereby candidates for the hospital assistant class are obliged 
to undergo “one year's training in 2 hospital or dispensary” may be preferable. 
But whether it comes at the beginning or the end of the school course, the 
Lieutenant-Governor considers that such practical training should be very 
specially encouraged. 

12. There remains the question of fees. At present, in one branch of 
the vernacular classes a student pays Rs. 10 entrance and Rs. 8 monthly 
fee, while in the other he pays Rs. 2 entrance and Rs. 2 monthly fee. 
Dr. D. B. Smith recommends that the fee for the Calcutta vernacular classes 
should be the same, and that the Dacca and Patna fees should be somewhat 
lower, so as to attract students to the local schools. The Lieutenant- 
Governor's views have already been expressed regarding the amalgamation of 
the Calcutta classes, subject, however, to final report from the Inspector- 
Geueral of Hospitals. He considers that the monthly fees for the Calgutta 
vernacular medical classes may very well be put at Rs. 4; the primary lass 
and casual student fees being raised in proportion. At otber Government 
institutions of Calcutta, the fees are, at the Presidebcy College Rs. 12 a month, 
at the Engineering College Rs. 5, and at the Hindooe School. Rs. 4 a month. 
The medical vernacular classes may therefore very well pay Rs. 4.all round; 
at the Dacca and Patna schools the fee to:-begin with should not be more.than 
one or two rupees @ month and Rs. 5 for the license. 
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18. The third subject pressing for immediate disposal is— 
The completion of a series of vernacular text-bouks in, medinine with the least 

possible delay. 

Dr. Campbell Brown, Dr. D. B. Smith, and the other members of the Medical 
College Council, lay very much stress on the absolute necessity for preparing 
these text-hooksa without delay. The Lieutenant-Governor finds that in the 
years 1868-70 there was discussion on this sub » and that a committe 
consistihg of the Director of Publie Instruction, some ITindoo and Mohamedan 
gentlemen, and four Medical College Professors, were apnointed to procure the 
preparation of a set of medical text-books in Bengalve. I: does not appear that 
anything has been donc by this commitice. At any rate the requirement is 
now more urgent than it ever was. ‘The Lieufenant-Governor believes that 
the best way will be for Government to grant a considerable sum to be expended 
as rewards for prize text-bouks. He would ask the Inspector-General of 
Hospitals to favor him with a draft of such a notice as might be issued, 
giving rewards in suitable proportions for textbooks or hand-books in the 
several subjects. Sir George Campbell considers that one of the most useful 
medical works we could have would be a good hand-book on Lidian drugs and 
indigenous materials used or capalile of being used as medicine. He believes it 
to be the opinion of medical men well qualified to judge that there is on extreme. 
need for a good vernacular hand-book of this kind. It would have to be 
considered whether a maximum and minimum length should not. be set down for 
each text-book; whether the prize-hook should be in Knglixh, or in Bengalee, 
of in both; if in English, how we should get over the dilliculty of getting a 
really scientific, accurate, and intelligible translation of an English prize text- 
book. As English books will be common to all India, it may be hoped that 
the Government of India will bear their cost, this Government bearing the cost 
of translation, ‘he jury who may be appointed to award prizes should 
have power to award to any deserving but unsuccessful eandidate such sum as 
would recompense him for the cost of compiling and translating his work. The 
Inspector-Gencral of Hospitals would consider whether the p ook should 
be the property of Government, or whether it should be made a condition that 
the author should bring out a good Bengalce edition of his work at a 
low price to be fixed by the jury before he received the whole of the reward. 
The Lieutenant-Governor will’ be glad to receive at an carly date a draft of the 
notice which should be issued to invite competition. ‘he hooks will take some 
time to prepare, and intending competitors should not be hurried; still the 
need for the text-books is very emergent. ‘Ihe task of the jury who will have 
to adjudge the prizes will be heavy ; and the Inspcetor-General of Hospitals 
will consider whether any remuncration should be offered to them. 

14. There is one diflieulry conneeted with the vernacular text-hook 
question, on which there was some discussion in the correspondence of 1868-71, 
namely, the best way of trai ing nveving the meaning of nitific 
terms, Dr. C. Macnamara, in t!c letter cited at the head of this resolution, 
describes the method which he and other medical writers (both English aud 
native) recommend to be— 

“To employ Bongalee words to express the technical terms made use of, 
if any such words exist; ii not, to transliterate the English or Latin term 
used, giving in brackets the word in the Roman character, sv as to facilitate 
its proper pronunciation.” 

This method has been actually employed and found to answer. The 
Lieutenant-Governor would wish tuis system to be adopted in all text-books or 
hband-books competing for the Gov-rnment prize; tie believes it to be practi- 
eally ‘the best and simplest for pupils and for ordinary ers. JLe would, 
however, add this caution to the rule as set out by Dr. Macuamara, namely, 
“that the vernacular wogds used must be real v cular words understood 

jy all decently-edueated people, and not inventions trom Arabic or Sanskrit. 
‘hen there is no really vernacular word for a particular scientific term, instead 
of eoining a new word, the English word must be taken; it should be transli- 
terated and also given in the Roman churacter aftcr the manner described by 
Dr. Macnamara, 
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16. Lastly, the question has to be settled how the cost of these arrange- 
ments ‘can be met. The Lieutenant-Governor fears that as matters now stand, 
the provincial funds can hardly bear the charge; for already Bengal spends on 
medical charges 11} lokhs a year; whereas in the decentralization order of 
1870-71, the Bengal assignment for medical services was only 94 lakhs. Still 
he is convinced that the agraugements now proposed mus bo made, if medical 
education in Bengal is to go on at all, and he hopes that the Government of 
India may be pleased to help in the matter. A copy of this resolution, together 
with a full statement of the financial bearings of the question, will be laid 
before His Excellency tiie Vieeroy in Counc 


17. Meanwhile the several authorities will be moved to consider and 
‘report upon the best way of giving effect to the present orders— 


(1) The Chairman of the Justi will be moved to ask the Justices 
of Caleutta if they will agree to the Pauper Hospital being used 
for the purposes of the vernacular branch of the Medical College, 
on the understanding that Government bears all charges over 
and above what the Justices now spend. 

(2) ‘Phe Commissioners of Dacea and Patna will be moved to appoint 
committe on which there should, if possible, be a native 
mcdical offieer as member, to report upon the site, plans, and cost 
of additions to the hospital at Patna, and of lecture-rooms and 
dissecting-rooms at Dacca and Patna close to the hospital. The 
committees’ reports should be submitted with the Commissioner’s 
opinion. 

(3) The Commissioner of the Presidency Division, in communication 
with the Medical College Principal and Council and the Consulting 
Engineer for State Railways will be moved to report upon the 

round, buildings, and cost, and any possible adaptation of build- 

required for the vernacular classes at Sealdah, for their 

iperintendent, and for all their requirements. They will 
submit their report through the Ins: or-Gencral of Hospitals, 
who is requested to give them any instructions which may be 
neecssary upon subsidiary points. 

(4) The Commissioner of Police will be asked to report upon the best 

site for the Lock-Lospital, when the vernacular classes move to 

Sealdal. Possibly that Lock-Hospital may be abolished, the 

accommodation in the Lock-Hospitals being now, it is believed, 
more than is required. 

(5) The Inspector-General of Hospitals will be moved to report, either 
separately or otherwise, as he may sec 1ii— 

(a) In ‘detail after consulting such officers as he may sce fit, upon 

* the establishments required for the Sealdah classes apd for 
the medical schools at Dacea and Patna; and upon the feasi- 
Dility of puiting the outside schools under tie Civil Surgeon. 

() Upon the question of the fees to be levied at the Caleutta and 
other schools, and on the proposal to amalgamate the 
Calcutta vernacular classes. 

(c) On the best way of transferring the native medical pupils to 
Hindustanee schools of medicine without causing incon- 
venience or Joss, so as to set free the vernacular teachers 
for Bengalee classes only. 

(d) Whether any reduction will be possible in the European staff 
of the Medical College when the vernacular classes move 
to Sealdah, % 


© 

(e) Upon the rules under which selected Civil Surgeons might be 
encouraged to take medical apprentices at their district 
dispensaries and hospitals, and on the cost, if any, of such 
arrangements, 
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(f) Upon the point whether the one year’s practical apprenticeship 
at a. district hospital should be required before or after 
the tandidate for a license passes his native doctor’s 
examnination. ‘ 

(9) Upon the noties which should be issued, and the other 
arrangements which should be made for inviting theprepara- 
tion of English and vernacular hand-books or text-books 
of medicine and surgery. 











OPERATIONS OF THE PORT COMMISSIONERS DURING THE YEAR 
1872-73, 


RESOLUTION. 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT. 
MARINE. 





Cent Port Trt. 
Caleulta, the 25th August, 1873. 


Reap— 
‘The Report of the Commissioners for making Improvements in the Port of Caleutta for 
the year 1872 

1. The Licutenant-Governor has again to congratulate the Port Com- 
missioners on their most successful management of the great public interests 
entrusted to them, and on the vast benefit to the commercial and general 
community resulting from their labors. An immense change has been and is 
being wrought in the Port of Calcutta, and the facilities afforded to trade are 
increased in a manner for which the warmest acknowledgment of the Govern- 
ment is duc to the Commissioners. 

2. Para. 5. Progress of Works.—The Licutenant-Governor observes that 
out of a total expenditure of Is. 10,00,451 on new works during the year, a sum. 
of Rs. 1,53,888 has been devoted to improving the accommodation for country 
boats and cargo boats at the inland vessels wharves. His Honor Lopes that 

i I] continue to give their attention to providing improved 
accommodation for traffic of this class; he has already expressed an opinion 
that facilities should be provided by extensions of the public wharves northwarda, 
The Strand Bank has becn made up with only oue break in the whole distance 
petween the Armenian and Alverectollah Glats. The progress of the works 
and improvements of the wharves is satisfactory. The Liewtenant-Governor 
must still observe that the sums which it is proposed shortly to devote to 
accommodation for inland boais seem incommensurate to the largeness of the 
net receipts from this source. Ice would suggest that if one light pontoon 
landing stage proves a success, other stages of this kind might with advantage 
be added on the long line of boat fi = 

"3, Para. 7—Although considerable silting has been g 
going on behind jetties Nos. Lto4, the Lieutenaut-Governor is giad to find thats 
the jetties have not had any bad effect on the channel, It ull, however, 
evident that the silting about the jetty heads will bea source of constant anxiety 
and expenditure to the Commissioners. Lis Honor trusts that the dredger which 
has been ordered: from ngland, and which is expected to reach Caleutta by the 
end of September, will be an effectual means of keeping down the silting, 

4. Parag, 13-16.—The Commissioners expect to complete, during 1873-74, 





















































g on and is still 











* Jeltin, inclasiv of export sheds. certain works* in hand which will 
Inland vessels wharves. . ly 12 
Machinery and plant (complotion of ,Afumstrong cranes). cost them nearly 124 lakhs of 
Warehowe on Strand Bank lands, rupees. Vor these charges they have 
meinen of pes Stee ae Tee 12 Jakbs available, but the Com. 


miscionerd will have to provide the difference of Its. 50,000 from another loan, 
6. Para, 17.—The Lieutenant-Governor observes that at the close of the 
year 1878-74, when these works are completed, the Commissioners will have spent 
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‘upon those improvements Rs. 88,34,8)0, of which Rs. 8,34,850 will have been 
provided qut of their own profits, and the rest by loans from Government, 

+ 6. , Paras.,s20-22.—The question of providing accommodation for the 
export trade at the jptti¢s has occupied much of the tim® and attention of the 
Ogmmiss{pners during the year. The necessity for making provision at the 
jetties for the shipping ef export cargo is evident, and without this provision 
the scheme of port appliances would be entircly incomplete, 

7. Para, 32.—The aggregate income and expenditure on account of jetties 
“for the past two follows— 





















ASTL-72. 1872-78. Increase. 

Tes, Rs. Rs. 
Tneame 3,700 409,440 45,734 
Expenditure 204,778 249,911 39,183 














Nefore the preparation of the budget estimates for the year 
mmittee was appointed to consider whether any reductions 
in jetty charges, but it was found that, in consequence of the 
charges to be met from tho revenue for the repayment of the 
first instalment of the Government loan and towards the purchase of a dredger, 
no reductions were feasible, and the current rates have been maintained. The 
Licutenant-Governor joins with the Commissioners in hoping that they will be 
in a position next year to reconsider the question of a reduction. 

9. Para. 36.—Tis Honor is very glid to observe that tle Commissioners 
have established a reserve fund in councetion with the jetties at a rate of 10 
per cent. on the capital expended on property (such ‘as jetties and cranes) 
especially liable to injury in case of a cyclone. Tle is gratified to know that 
they have accepted the advice which he has given on former occasions, and that 
under this and other heads they have established the “ Reserve,” and “ Depre- 
ciation” Funds, which he considers nee: y to prudent finance. 

10. Lara. 39.—A sub-committee has been appointed to inquire into the 
occasional complaints that have been made against the working on the jetties. 
The Lieutenant-Governor is assured that the Commissioners will do all that is 
in their power to remove the cause of these complaints. It is probuble that a 
suflicient remedy will be afforded by the construction of the new export sheds, 
which are being’ constructed large enough to provide temporary accommoda- 
tion for import cargo in case the import sheds are blocked. 

11. Para. 43.—Tho ordinary incomo and expenditure on account of 
inland wharves for two years stand thus— 








































AsTL-72. 1872-73. Incrente. 
Rs. Rs. 

Income... oo 1,989,456 — 2,01,834 

Expenditure Re 46,043 68,381 





12. Para. 44.—The ordinary inceane and expenditure of the whole port 
for the two years is as follows— 





as7L-72. Ancrense. 
Rs, 

Income » 445,111 5,48,020 

Expenditure o 2,501,939 3,95, 168 





13. Para. 50,—The Commissioners have, the Lieutenant-Governor cone 
siders, very judiciously and prudently opened a “ Depreciation Fund,” in order 
to mect the cost of replacing boats, &e., actually worn out. The fund will 
consist of.a percentage of the value of the block which will be credited to it year 
after year, tle rate of percentage being calculated according to the average 
durability of the block. 

14." Para. 62.—The Licutenant-Governor views with approbation the 
reduction which the Commissioners have been able to effect in mooring 
hire on vessels trading to the port, and which was unequal in its incidence, 
the rates from June to October being double those payable from November to 
May. Henecforth the rates for the twelve months will be equal, and on tho 
lower scile; and vessels moved to and from the jetties for the con¥enience of 
the Commissioners will be exempted from Harbour Master's charges. 
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15. Para, 53.—A net amount of.Rs. 10,54,940 has. beon realized for 
Government during the year on account of pilotage, lights and buoys, and 
hospital dues, with no xisk and no loss to Government, at a cost of Rs. 3,500. 
The system of maintaining only one agency for the realization of port and 
pilotage charges payable by vessels, partly to Government, and partly to the 
Commissioners, seems to have worked satisfactorily; and the thanks of 
Government are due to the Commissioners for the aid thus afforded. 

16. Para. 54.—The number of sea-going vesscls which entered and left 
the port, exclusive of dhoonies, tug and river steamers, has increased from 1,793 
in 1861-62 to 1,909 in 1872-73. The gross tonnage of these vessels for those 
years was 1,337,632 and 2,284,319 respectively. ‘The averago tonnage of the 
Vessels employed in the trade of the port, including steamers and sailing vessels, 
was 746 tons in 1861-62 against 1,196 tons in 1872-73, the average tonnage of 
the steamers and sailing vessels in the latter year being 1,531 tons and 1,017 
tons respectively. The Licutenant-Governor observes that there is a slight 
decline in the number of sailing vessels, both in arrivals and departures, from 
last year as follows— 





1871 





Arrivals .. 
Departures 





Total oe 1,289 


While the steamers have increased as follows— 





a7} 
Arrivals .. oe ve 300 
Departures ae ve 9803. 
Total we 603, 666 63 


17. Paras. 69-71.—It was a condition in the deed of transfer of the Strand 
Bank lands that the Commissioners should annually pay to Government a sum 
of Rs. 40,000 for the maintenance and repairs of the Strand Bank Road from the 
Chandpal Ghat to the Kidderpore Bridge, the Eden Gardens, and some other 
works connected with the health and convenience of the residents of Caleutta ; 
but on the application of the Commissioners to forego this annual payment, 
the Licutenant-Governor has been pleased, under separate orders, to surrender 
the contribution for two yeurs, and to make over the sum of Rs. 80,000 as a 
Government donation towards the work of continuing northwards the Strand 
Bank Road and wharves, and attaining the great object of completing the circle 
of the town by connecting the Strahd Road with the Circular Road at Chitpore. 
Meantime the Government has undertaken the burden of the works, which are 
eventually to be met from the Stravd Bank fund. The balance of the rent 
received for the Strand Bank lands will be spent on a river-side road between 
Aheerectollah Ghdit and the Chitpore Canal, which will, Lis Honor belicves, 
prove a great acquisition to the cown of Caleutta. 

18. Para. 74.—Lhoe Lieutenant-Governor considers it to be altogether 
desirable that measures should be taken to prevent collisions and to ensure the 
efficient working and co-operation of the river and jetty police. ‘Lhe details of 
the Commissioners’ proposals aro under His Honor’s separate consideration. 

19. Para. 35.—The Lieutenant-Governor hopes to be in a position to 
carry out shortly the concentration of office buildings alluded to by the Come 
missioners. 

20, is Honor fully appreciates the great value of the services that have 
been rendered to the port by Mr. W. D. Bruce, Vice-Chairman, and the cnergy, 
diligence, and skill that he has brought to bear upon his duties. We has read 
with pleasure the tesé€mony borne by the Commissioners to the good service 
done by the soveral executive ollicers of the Port Trust. 

Qf. The Lieuténant-Governor again congratulates the Chairman, Vice- 
Chairman, and Commissioners on the success of their undertakings, and desires 
to thank them cordially on behalf of Government aud the public for the 
unremitting care and atteation with which they have applied themselves to 
their duties. 
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CALOUTTA MEDIOAL INSTITUTIONS. 


RESOLUTION. 
JUDICIAL DEYARTMENT. 


Mrpican. 
Calcutta, the 21st Angust 1873. 
Rrap— 
‘The Report on the Caleutta Medical Institutions for the year 1872. 

1. For the first time the resnits in the whole of the large medical institu- 
tions of Calcutta except the Native Hospital arc reviewed together in this report, 
aud the Lieutenant-Governor must thank Dr, Brown and his Seeretary, Dr. 
Macleod, for a very mplete and interesting analysis of the statistics bearing 
upon the health of Calcutta and its suburbs. His Honor would, however, 
the Surgeon-General to consider whether it is really necessary to inelude 
in future reports all the detailed tab! ven in the appendixes. They are 
more, certainly, than Government requires, and might, it is believed. be 
materially reduced without impairing the value of the report as a departmental 
record. No detailed account of the working of the Native Hospital is given in 
the Report, though the figures gre included in the returns, probably because 
this is an independent institution, which has formed the subject of a Government 
resolution, dated Ist April last. In future, however, it would be convenient 
to include this institution also in the gencral review, and the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor cannot bat think that the Governors aud Dr, Macnamara will willingly 
give the Surgeon-General the means of doing so. 

2. The total number of persons treated at the hospitals and dispensaries 
during the year was 251,039, or 15,366 morc than in the previous year. Of 
these 20,805 were in-patients, and 231,134 received out-door relief. It is 
satisfactory to learn that the increased attendance indicates only increasing 
usefulness in the institutions affected, and not any increase of disease, the 
year having heen indeed, but for the dengac epidemic, very tolerably healthy. 

3. Dr. Brown analyses the pereeutayes of age’ and sex, easte and race, 
so far as the returns cnable him to do so, and compares the results with those 
of the Census. ‘The percentages as regards sex and age are these— 
















































Men, Women, Childron. 
As by hospital returns. i we O49 163 IB-x 
As by Coneus* : we 850 2658 14°86 


Women do not therefore seem to attend in proportion to their numbers, This 
was what might have been expected. As regards caste and race, the percen- 
tages are— 8 








Enropeans. Eurusians, Mussulmaus, Windus, Other enstea. 

By hospital returns... ie 78 a0 3ho aT 42 

set 

By Census es as 477 2961 65:05 0-56 
Europeans and Eurasians, Mussulmans, and other castes, seem therefore to 
avail themselves of medical aid more readily than Hindus. This reverses, as 
regards the Mahomedans, the conclusions of last year based on a comparison 
of the bare totals of attendance. ‘The figures are incomplete, as no note of race 
or caste is kept for the native hospital out-patients. The Lieutenant-Governor 
is sure that the Governors would, if requested to do so by the Surgeon- 
General, consent to direct the registry of particulars of race and caste in the 
case of out-door paticnts in accordance with the system followed in other 
hospitals. 

4. The death-rate on persons treated in the hospitals was 132 per mille, 
or the same as last year, Excluding cholera, it was 125°as against 127 in 1871. 
The table given in paragraph 5, comparing as it does yot only the hospital 
rates, but the municipal returns of mortality, shows a great improvement in 
the public health duriug the last five years. In 1867 the hospital rate was 191, 


© The figures in the report are not quite oorrvet. 
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or, excluding cholera, 175. In 1868 it rose to 199, or, excluding cholera, 179, 
but since then it has steadily fallen to 139, as stated ahove. At the ‘sume 
time it must be observed that in comparing the different hospitals an element 
of uncertainty is introduced into these returns owing to the practice of rejecr- 
















ing cases believed to be hopeless at some. of the principal hospitals, and seud- 
ing them to the Pauper Hospital. Dr. Maenamara states that the growth of 
this practice is one cause for the diminution of the mortality in the Native 





Hospital. The Licutenant-Governor lias for a spe 
subject. The municipal reg on figures given in the return show that the 
death-rates of the last three years for the town generally are lower than 
those of the three preceding by a very marked difference, but the rate 
which was 22°6 in 1870 was 23-1 in 1S71, and 264 in 1472 (not munch under 
the rate of 1867, viz. 271). The rise in the rate is apparently to be aseribed 
chiefly to cholera. 

5. Setting aside the extraordinary epidemic of dengue, which, how: 
among 2,292 persons treated, caused only seven deaths, the table of diseases 
shows that the prevalent types of maladies were the same as in forme s 
Of 2,761 deaths, 806 were from fever, 217 from cholera, 301 from plithisis, 
217 from dropsy, 682 from dysentery and diarrhea, 38 from pmrumonia, 
270 from ulcers, 195 from debility, Kowel complaints account for the heaviest 
mortality, dysentery and diarrhea being the most fatal form of diseases. 
Cholera was more prevalent than in 1871, and the rate of mortality among 
cases treated was high, 484-3 per 1,000, ‘Typhoid fever was also very fatal, 
93 deaths among 132 persons treated. Phthisis, dropsy, and uleers come 
next in order of fatality. Small-pox has for some years past been almost 
unknown—thanks probably 10 the operations of the Vaccine Departinent. 

6. ‘The remarks made by the Surgeon-General in pa as to the 
importance of fixing precisely the locality of cholera cases, are much to the 
point, and the Chairman of the Justices will be asked to draw the Leaith 
Officer's attention to them. 

7. In paragraph 9 it is shown that the healthiest months in the year are 
those in which the heat is greatest, wiile the most unhealthy are the cold 
weather months. The influence of scason upon disease is a subj of which 
very little is accurately known. As the Surgeon-General remarks, the colle 
tion of careful statistics may enable us in time to bring in meteorology to 
assist us in arriving at a clearer theory of causation than we now po: 

8. Lhe Hedical College Hospital.—Vhe namber of patients relieved 
by the Medical College TLospital was, in-door, 5,163, out-door, 42,213, the 
total number being slightly (469) below that of year, average 
daily sick was 266-90. ‘The decrease in the number tre s entirely 
in out-door patients, and is said to e from more careful registry, treating 
each person as one case, irrespective of the number of times he may be treated. 
The Licutenant-Governor hopes that this system is followed in all the hospitals 
now. It is very misleading to have the returns compiled on two different 
systems, and His Honor bexs that the Surgeon-General will make sure that 
the proper plan is understood and followed. 

9. The death f the hospital was 115°8 per thousand, 
es treated to a termination it was 1213 as a " 
Excluding moribunds dying within twenty-four hours of admission, the rates 
for 1872 were, on treated, 90-9, and on cases terminated, 9: Dr. D. B. Smith 
gives in his report a very interesting analysis of the mortality rates of the hospi- 
tal for the past ten years. ‘hristian patients they have fallen from an 
average of about 95 per mille w 54, and among vatives from rates ranging 
from 235 to 309 down to 168. "Tho relative mortality among native patents 
is ordinarily much higher than among Europeans und Eurasians, but, strangely 
enough, during 1872 chalera, diarrhosa, liver abscess, and bronchitis w 
more fatal among the latter than among the former. Indeed the cholera death- 
rate in this hospital Was last unprecedentedly high, being for Christian 
patients, 6923 per mille as against 321-4 in 1871, and for natives 607-4 as inst 
431:5. The absolute number of cholera patients has no doubt fallen greatly 
of late years, owing, it is universally admiited, to tie improved conservancy and 
water-supply of the city ; but the remarkable fatality of the cases in the Medical 
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College Hospital last year is deserving of attention. The General Hospital 
returns for Europeans do not exhibit this feature, a fact which, unless explained, 
would seem to point to local causes affecting the Medical College Hospital 
rates. From page G8 it seems that of 132 cases, 15 came from ships in the 
river, 14 from Bow Bazaar, 12 from Chitpore, 11 from the suburb of Simla, 
and 10 from I aar, ‘Tse Lealth Officer of the Municipality should 
have his attention drawn to these facts of locality as soon as they come to 
notice during the year, that inquiry may bo made while the matter is fresh. 

10. From the analysis of results in surzical cases given by Dr. Smith, it 
seems that though uot so low as in 1871, 1868, and 1868, the death-rate was 
less than in any of the other years of the decade, and ¢ 
pywmia and septicemia were very few, in all. But neverthe! 
last year Was much higher than in 1870 or 1871, So that it would almost 
seem as though, notwithstanding the raul improvement on an average of 
years, there had been at work last year some special morbid influence making 
pywmia more common. The following table compares the mortality after 
major surgical operations in the various hospitals. ‘The freedom of the General 
Hospital trow pywmia is very noticeable. 

Major Surgical Operations. 


6 from Pyieinia or Septicwmia, ‘The rest 
from exhaustion, tetanus and other 
causes. 












































Institations | total | Dre etaaeks 





Medicul College Hospital .. 
Ophthahuie Hospital 
General Hospital 

Pauper Hospital 
Police Hospital wi eal as 
Sukea Street Dispensary ie 1 | Tetanus. 
North Suburban Hospital 

Sumbhoo Nath Pundit’s Hospital... | 
Alipore Dispensary a k 





au | 


























Arratoon Apear Dispensary 
Howrah General Hospital... Pywemin 2; gangrene 3. 
Native Hospital 0 Pywmia 5. 

Total 








11. ‘The management of the various branches of the hospital, the lying-in 
ward, the ophthalmic hospital, the out-door dispensaries, and the dental dis- 
pensary, Was, as usual, satisfactory. 

12. Dr. Brown remarks that no progress has been made during the year 
towards building a new hospital or providing the present building with the 
additions which are considered necessary, ‘The idea of erecting a new building 
had to be abandoned for want of sufficient funds. It was found that a new 
hospital and college on an approved plan and ou a new site would cost not 
less than 15 lakhs of rupecs. As the funds at the disposal of Government 
would not admit of so larze an outlay, an ineffectual appeal was made to the 
native public through the British Indian Association and to the Justices of 
the Peace to contribute a portion of the required expenditure. Nothing has 
yet been done towards improving the nt-buildings owing to the objections 
raised by the Medical College authorities to any plan that could be under- 
taken with reasonable means. ‘The requirements of the college and hospital 
are, however, steadily increasing, and the Lieutenant-Governor has no option 
but to do what he can with the money be can make available. He has 
already contributed to the municipal funds a large sum of money for effecting 
a thorough drainage of the neighbourhood, and the College Council has been 
asked to aid His Honor with suggestions for improving the present college and 
hospital buildings. 4 

13, ‘The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to observe that the legacy, moneys, 
and other funds belonging to the hospital have begn brought under 
control. As suggested, all the floating deposits and accumulated interest may 
be at once invested in Government paper. 

14, The experiment of training native midwives should certainly not be 
given up. It is satisfactory to see that three out of the four under tuition 
have passed the examinations. 
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15. General Hospital.—The addition to the civil hospital of all the build- 
ings formerly occupied by the military sick make the General Hospital now a 
really first-class institution capnble of accommodating about 300 patients. ‘The 
average daily number of sick during the year was 182-25, and the death-rate 
45°30, a rate below the average of the six years (1865—-71) by 1916, but excerd- 
ing that of 1871 by 8:78. The cause of this falling off is shown to have been 
mainly due to the greater prevalence of cholera. 

16. The cholcra death-rate was 446'8 per mille, as against 592°5 in 1871 
(the result of comparison being the converse of that at the College Hospital) ; but 
the absolute number of cholera cases was 92 against 2 The improved rate of 
mortality of late years is attributed solely to tho cases heing brought under 
treatment at an earlier stage. The river-side dispensary will, if established, do 
much to secure this; but unfortunately the opposition of the military authorities 
to the erection of any building, however insignificant, on the Strand Bank has 
prevented its being placed where it would have been of most us 

17. Dr. Ewart draws attention to the sewers that still vuid themselves 
into the river, and to which much of the mortality among the sailors is attri- 
buted. The Chairman of the Justices will be asked to get a report from the 
Town Enginecr upon this matter, and the Department of Military Works will be 
reyuested to report on tho state of things as regards the Fort’drains and the 
possibility of improving their arrange nents. 

18. Dr. Ewart’s analyses of results under the other principal diseases 
are interesting, but call for no special remark further than that careful investi- 
gations into the nature of remittent fever ought to be quite possible with the 
staff, permanent and temporary, attached to the hospital. ‘The fact that all 
the eases of heat apoplexy or sunstroke (éasolatio) recovered is noteworthy. 
The Licutenant-Guvernor does not see that any of our supernumerary Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons have yet been attached to this hospital. 

19. The Surgeon-General’s directi 
bunds in the hospital returns have be 
they are duly attended to in practice. 

20. It certainly scems inconvenient that when the hospital has only Rs. 25 
a month to spend on books for the sick it should be prevented from buying cheap 
and second-hand from reading clubs out here, and should have to indent for new 
ones through the Secretary of State. ‘The Government of India will be asked 
not to press the rule in the cuse of this institution, and meantime Dr. Ewart 
is authorized to buy second-hand books here. Perhaps if it were generally 
known how books and magazines are valued in a hospital like this many 
private donors would come forward to a: 

21. The Nurs-s’ Institution —Vhe Calcutta Nurses’ Institution has again 
done much useful work, and though its balances have fullen somewhat, it 
has been able to increase its staff*to supply the wants of the General 
Hospital. After the year closed, however, Government had to make a special 
grant of Rs. 2,000 to the Committee of Management to enable them to meet 
their working expenses, and it is hoped tMat the ladies of the Committee and the 
friends of the Institution have since been ablo to place its finances on a satis- 
factory footing. : 

22. The Municipal Pauper Hospital.—Vhe Pauper Uospital, or Lazar 
House of Calcutta, maintains its high death-rate of 277 per mille, or 202 
excluding absolute moribunds. Of the 1,518 deaths among the 5,467 persons 
under treatment, 303 died within twenty-four hours, and 494 more within a week 
of admission. Most of the cases when they come in are chronic and boyond all 
medical skill. Half the admissions arc cases rejected by the other hospitals and 
then brought to the Pauper Hospital, and a large proportion of the remainder 
are picked up by the police in the streets, Everything has been done that can 
be reasonably expected tqrreduce the death-rato und increaso tho chances of 
these poor creatures, but without much perceptible effect. ‘he attention of the 
Justices will be invited, through their Chairman, to Dr. Woodford’s represent- 
ations as to the necessity of enclosing the building and grounds of the hospital. 
Tue Licutenant-Governor also, as intimated in paragraph 4 above, wishes to 
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have full and exact report as to the present practice of the other large 
hspoituls in rejecting cases or sending them to the Pauper Hospital. 

‘The Licutenant-Governor agrees with the Surgeon-General that the present 
designation of Resident Apothecary is more appropriate than the proposed 
one of House Surgeon for the apothecaries attached to the Pauper and Police 
Hospitals. 

28. The Police Nospital.—The Municipal Police Hospital returns show 
that the Caleutta Police is, as a body, healthy, the sick-rate being 
only 3 per cent. on strength, and tho death-rate 2-14. ‘The Chairman 
of the Just will again be asked how the work of improving the drain- 
age in the neighbourhood of the hospital is progressing, and his attention will 
bo asked to Dr. Woodford’s complaint that the refuse Wjoining houses is 
emptied into the hospital compound. The Commissioner of Police will be 
requested to consider whether suflicint power to waintain proper order and 
discipline among the nts should not be delegated to the medical officer of 
the hospital, The Licutenant-Governor awaits the report promised on the 
menial esiablishment of this institution. 

24. The Sukea Street Dispensary has been treating a daily average of 
101-85 out-door and 7°41 in-door patients. It has been decided to make it 
over to the Governors of the Native Hospital. 

25. The North Suburban Hospital treats only in-door patients. It 
received 726 during 1872. ‘The mortality rate was high, 26 per cent., 
accounted for by its being in the iain 'a pauper hospital, ‘The Surgeons 
General should commur ¢ with the Committee in order to the opening, if 
possible, of an out-door dispensiry, which is much wanted in this quarter. 

26. The Sumbhoa Nath Pundit Hospitai has formed the subject of corre. 
spondence during the year. It treated 178 in and 6,379 out-patients during 
the year—a considerable advance on 1871; but the funds will be more usefully 
applied under the arrangements recently sanctioned, transferring the in-patients 
to a ward in the General Hospital and maintaining the separate institution as 
an out-door dispensary only. 

27. The Alipore Dispensary is supported almost entirely 
ment—a fact not very creditable to the charity of the neighbourhood in 
which it stands, It relieved 6,038 out and 179 in-patients during the year. 

28. The Arratoon Apcar Mispensary at Garden Reach was established 
and is mainly supported by the liberality of a gentleman of well-known 
benevolence, Mr. T. Apear. It relieved 8,402 sick duriug the year. 

29, Phe Howrah Hospital.-—The Howrah General Hospital is an import- 
ant institution. ‘The average daily sick was— 

( European 29°18 
Native 22:11 































by Govern. 





In-door 





wropean 13°92 
Outedogt {rue 93-20 
‘The total treated amounted to 13,058, and the death-rate, including moribunds, 
to 2185; excluding them, to 119% he Lieutenaut-Governor begs again that 
the Surgeon-General will issue instructions to all hospitals as to a uniform + 
mode of showing moribunas and eases in the returns. ‘Lhere is evidently from 
Dr. Elliot’s report much uncertainty at present. The death-rate in this 
hospital appears to be very high as compared with others. From the report, 
however, it is gathered that the rate among Europeans was last year only 
46-90 per mille, or very little over the General Hospital vate. Among the 
natives, on the other hand, the mortality was very high, 263 araong 700 patients. 
Of these, 149 were moribund when admitted; but even the death-rate among 
patients not of this class was 104-2 per mille. The canse of tnis is probably 
the fact that Howrah is the terminus of a great railway line, and surrounded by 
factories of various kinds—causes which would bring into hospital many 
natives who would elsewhere have died in their houses unattended. But a 
spccial report on this subject is urgently required. 
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30. It is curious to notice that in this hospital the admissions from 
cholera were few and the death-rate small, though cholera was understood to 
be at one time prevalent in Howrah. The admissions and results were— 
Admitted 13 
Deuth-rate 266 6 
Admitted 45 
Death-rate 325-0 

31. There has been a falling off in the number of European in-door 
patients for some rs past, attributed (1) to the establishment of the 
Home on the Calcutta side ; (2) to the removal of many of th 
‘Assensole; and (3) to diminished popularity owing to alae ng 
Lieutenant-Governor hopes that the last at any has now 
removed. The liberality with which the employés of the East Indian Railway 
came forward to help the institution when in want of funds shows that its 
usefulness is appreciated, and the reforms Luely introduced ought to have a 
good effect. The Government contribution to the hospital is liberal, and 
nothing more should the medical offic ars of deficiency of 
funds be reali 

32. The Calcutta Leck- Hospital reports have been reviewed in a separate 
resolution on the working of the Contagious Discases’ Act in Caleutta. 

33. The Lieutenant-Governor will, in conclusion, ask the Surgeon-General 
to assure the geutlemen under whose able professional management the 
various institutions above reviewed are placed, of the continued interest which 
the Government takes in their labors and their results. His Honor’s thanks 
are tendered to each and all of them, but their best reward is the consciousness 
that they are doing much to relieve suffering and advance the cause of medical 
science, 
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CARD SHARPING IN THE HOOGHLY DISTRICT. 





No, 306, dated Burdwan, the 21st June 1873. 


From—C. T. Bucktanp, Esq., Commissioner of Burdwan, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Benszal, Judicial Department. 

I save the honor to submit, for the information of Government, copy of a letter No, 298 
of 17th June, from the Magistrate of Hooghly, and to recommend that section |] of A 
(B.C) of 1867 may at once be extended to the places named in the margin of parag 
10 of the Magistrate’s letter, and along the public road from the Boidyabutty railway station 
to Tarkessur, and to the towns of Buidyabatty and Ihudessur, 

2. The circumstances reported by th age ¢ are very remarkable, and it is very 
necessary that immediate steps should be taken to puta stop to gambling by ‘means of the 
well-known “ three-curd-trick,” which is, 1 fear, an importation of Wester 

3. L regret that the subject was not brought to my notice soone 
ran its course for at least year, and the police have been vainly uttempti 
prosecutions for obstructing the and obstructing the police in the exe 

4. I believe that a notification of the villages and the road and towns as reconmended 
Dy the Magistrate will be sufficient for the purposes of the Act. I should be, however, glad 
to geo n more general notification issued fur the extension of the law to adf towas, 
villages and places within the district of Hooghly, ax such a notafication would enable the Ma 
gistrate to suppress the offence wherever it appeurs, ns it is only tov probable that, if the offence 
is only prohibited locally, some of the gamblers may shilt their quarte d prey on the silly 
people elsewhere in the distriet. If this eannot be done, I will direct the Magistrate to 
Propose and submit, a more comprehensive list of villages; and, under any cireumstances, a 
clearer definition is needed of the riverside road running beside the Grand Trunk Koad. 














8 it has evidently 
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No. 298, dated Hoogiity, the 17th June 1873. 
From—F. H. Peruuw, Esq., Offs. Magistrate of Hooghly, 
‘Yo—Lhe Commissiony of Burdwan, 
Iw reference to your No. 176, dated 14th ultimo, I have the houor to report on the 
eambliog in the neighboarhcod of the ‘Tarkessur Road. 
With regard to my not having Letore reported on it, Vheg to explain that gambling 
to an itane requiring special action is only of recent growth; my attention had ouly beew 
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called to it very shortly before the Rajodhurvore decoity, and then I passed orders to the police 
to endeavour to deul with it under the general oriminal law. 

8. It appears that gambling is practised more or less along the whole length of the road 
from Boidyabatty to Tarkessur ; the villages of Chapsarah, Kajodhurpore, and Chinamore (on 
the road-side) contain mest professional gamblers, {t is estimated that at thee three villages 
alone not less than seventy persons gain their livelihood by winnings from ehance-way-farer 
going to or returning from the large Sewrafully or Buidyabatty markets held every Tuesday 
and Saturday, 

4. The read from Tirkessnr to Boilyubatty is the only one frow the interior of the 
district that leads to the above places, On hat days the road is alive with people for miles, 
and professional gamblers are then at, work from carly morning till late at night. Gamblera 
are in greatest force at Tarkessar, and alony this road, when the two great annual festivals at 
Tarkessur take place in February and April. Daring the Inst méla the District Superintendent 
noticed a member of a gang of gamblers who was practising near Chapsarah, He was a 
yonng Mussulian, a resident of the 24-Perzunnalis, and a khidwudgar by profession ; he found 
on him cards, opinm, ganjah, gooli, and kolkis for smoking opium balla. He could give no 
good account of himsell, so the District Superintendent sent him to the Serampore Joint- 
Magistrite. On the 4th inetant, while the District Superintendent was travelling-at 5 pat, 
along the above-mentioned road, he eae upon another gambling party. On the 1[th instant, 
arain Deen Tewary, Inspector, was passing: along the road and was asked to interfere in a 
case in which tie gan blers had gained Rs, 32. ‘The Inspector got_hold of them and per- 
suaded them to retum their gains to the complainant. Inspector Cavenaugh and the Sub- 
Inspector of Boidyabutty have caught persons gambling very often, 

5. It appears that this gambling was first commenced so lite as July lust, since which 
time it has been rapidly on the increase, ‘The professional gamblers are generally of the lower 
classes of Hindoos, such as Bagdis, Kaoruhs. or Koibuttus. But in some cases, as has been 
shown above, Mussulmans join. Since the Ist January last as many as nine police cases 
resulting from this gambling bave been prosecuted, all ot which veeurred close to Chapsafah, 
Fighteon persons were sent up for trial, eleven for obstructing the road by playing eards on it 
and collecting a crowd, and seven for obstructing the police when attempting to clear the road, 

6. Gamblers in this part zenerally go about in gangs of seven or eight, ‘To each gang 
is attached a boy of cleven or twelve yeurs old who commences to play first with some other 
members of the gang. ‘The boy wins and hie winnings attract atiention. By-and-by people 
sit down to try their hand with the boy, who, advised by one of the gang. generally sneceeda 
in winning his victim’s money, then his goods, and sometimes the very clothes he wears ; 
women also are great sufferers, for they generally stake the ornaments they have on their 
persons, 

7. The other members of the gung go up and down the road showing rupees to likely 
individuals, pretending that they have won these by gambling with the hoy. 

8. Only three cards are used for zambling purposes, Tuey are quickly shuffled together 
and throwu out tor a person to choose which among them ix the one vctermined upon before 
hand. ‘The boy who is an expert at the trick invariably wins. 

9. ‘The vsibs, gomashtas, and chowkeedare along the road aid and abet this gambling, 
as they get u certain share of tue winnings, Five chowkeedars of Rajdlurpore, Clapsarah, 
and Chin: re notorious ganiblers, amd the District Superintendent was shown the other 
day a large well-built Gari belonging to the son of a Bagdi chowkeedar, who, u yeur ago, is 
suid 10 buve had hanily a rag to his back. 

10. Though the police protect the people tht travel along this road from these gamblers 
to the Lest of their ability, they can do but little, and it is only when the road is obstructed 

or a breach of the peace ovears (by no means an uneom- 

J Beales mon occurrence) that they eun interfere. Besides the 
Hamam, —‘Turkessur Road, vambline prevails on the Grand Trank 
Road from Serampore to French Chandernagore and on 

tue river-side road running beside the Grand ‘Crank 
Road. 1 think if therefore desirable that section 11 of 
Act If of 1867 be extended along the: road from 
Boidyabauty railway station to Turkessur, and_ to all 
the villaes marginally noted through which this road 



























































































nore a 


























11. Kruntonpore. 








2 Singoor. J Kainvore i 
YE Delomacha | 20, Hat bwe, pisses.’ At the same time I would suggest that the 
ue Ratio | E ee sume section be extended to the towns of Buidyabatty 
16. Dinhiveool, | 82° ‘Tarkeurur aud Biudessur through which rons the Grand Trunk 


Road from French Chandernagore, and alsy the rivers 
side road above alluded to, At Serampore tbe section is now in foree. 
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© Retura not received. 


Caxcorra, 
The 23rd August 1873, 
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Districts of Bengat on the 15th Auguat 1873. 
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R. Kxtaur, 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Orops. 





Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, Slate and Prospects of the Cropx in the different Districts 





of Bengal, as reported to Gorermment during the week ending the 23rd August 











1873. 
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No, Diatrien, Iau Sualdor | Character of the weather | State ancl proses uf the 
Santon crated ve 
iim 
BENGAL. | 
Western Districts. 1873. 
(1 [Burdwan woAug. 26h°] 261 Weather hot and cloudy. Prospects of ropa geners 
Thala grageste ord, Some cansngo 
Treen done by flaads fn 
Calis, migarcane slightly 
injure by rain, teel nn 
Ting awn 
2 |Bancooral cf 23d | 220 Heavy rain in parts of the 
[istrict ; not wine a 
. hhead-aaarte 
E18 |itecrbhoom w]e 23rd | 261. [Leavy showers thronghout|Prospcets of crops continue! ever inereaxing in 
& the week. fievorutil. I and vast of 
‘rk 
& So 
| 4 |Midnapore vf w 24rd | 067 |Mainfait scanty and wea he wennty fall of rain is what 
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é| etian to ite contig 
& for sone 5 
reports of indigo and all 
| | raverage. The riew era 
ny excep in thi 
| ets, wher i 
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5 |tteogity oly Bat] Ot 5 mina prone of Che mos 
‘Howrah: Bed | 18k [Te rained more or dese! 
for four days. througli-| ently coin} 
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Central Districts, 
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7 |Nudden =| 23rd | 0-72 |Hot and sultry Bavorabio on the whole, Aus 
ban is begins | 
i |. hontai 
koncrally very poor. Al 
*| Barge aren ing sown wth 

chile 
8 |Jessore wef y 2rd} 122 Gonorally bright nmd)The nus is in some pices #ub-| 
sunny; not much) merged by the inundation| 


rain. Wind generally] ‘The prospects of anian arg 
from the soudkewest.- | joo 
zird | 062 [Hotter than Inst work, Crops looking well. Amun) 
and with very Tittlel backward for want, ol 
ruin, No. wppearanee| rain ‘The oatsturn of aus 
‘of tore ruin is expected to be above te| 
rhe north, The| 
Bhogirathee hw done sone] 
Auinage in eeveral places. 
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4 19 [Piasepore vel 28rd | 066 JA fairly snfficient fall of Moro rain is required through-| 
rain early in the week) ont tho ct far thiol 
but the Intter portion) winter rice erop bath for 

hha en very Mot endl Ut ohich hax been 
stoamy with very little) planted out and fur what 

: mains femnina, 

21 [Moldch vf 28rd! 190. [hie Hest two days rainy Owing to tho seunty: raintl, 
the last five days waria| tho prospects «the ero 
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© Telogram of the 20th August recsived on the anme day. Shows tho rainfall during the seven days immediately preceding. 
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WENGAT.— (Conta) i 
Central Districts 
(Contd) 175 | 
¥ (18 |itungpore LaAug. 24rd | 67S Most crops prignessing favors 
wily. 
ee wean zara] G2n facreenin as fas. [The pont of the come 
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E i Aransplantsliow eoutimim 
2 | | | 1 | ute is hedge ont 
£ | 15 jratne vy BML O28 Weather hats with Te vite of thie rice erope 
Ay | haere of rain 
£16 Harjecting a med | 212 Jopensional heavy. whovre arly eropd 
i Vaan very misty. snl tl 
| polaris 
| | | eon tarn with hit by 
f | “ate na gail am wns eapeet 
3 | i tal wt Ge Tow wil wat be 
Hy i serious, About dve-fairthy 
El | | Of the eld weather crope 
| 7 ie nted, the 
el ' want of suficienitrain wily 
Fa ji ie np 
£ tlie ont 
: ; | estuvirabls 
17 [sntpigorec w]e ara] 686 Very senmimble atead y Te hy mane 
ES ie ‘rin during the gangs abut and cutting at Wha 





ring ous AM eropa pag 
wel 
w]e 28nt | 930 We ee ee 
of muimbine PaTicar (ki week 
1 Seng hentia 


| est part of the we 


aa 





\Coech Bel 





bee 





| 
Eastern Districts, | 
} 





{18 |Pacen 





26th") 183 Weather dry and hot {Prospects of erope good, ex-|Publi« health good. 
{ eh thy grat of the alge] SNe AGT ery 
telel whore” partial failur 








! li sete 

19 |Purreedpore: . 23rd 172 {Hot and close; not much The ans crop has almost be 
‘ind. Hricht annchine! evap j other erape on the 
Trarly aM he week | while” deine well. The 


bn the nether (i 
tisk Tian xtfered 
from the tiw of the 
twntera utter the acaveity off 
specially. daring Good. 
itof the week! 





20 |Packergunge vo ne 2rd | 24 





Dacca Drv1stox 



















































































21 |Mtymensing Bard | GB fSuleFent. but st exces: tmprovin iver hs conaider 
sive rain. | ull much Town 
1 | ite nat 
thie tue ut the 
| po 
| | { { 
22 |sytnet ©, 16th | 757 Wet and ev! Hepetal i the ymsent we 
| | ther contin 
23 [cuchar | uy 26th | 243 Clondy, with rain Weather 
| i rape a. 

( 24 Ichittagonge | 16th | 905. ‘Mainy and elondy Crops Dut trans ‘Noscpart from the 
plantation not yet cour] ya, 
pleted ‘i abe 

: tarth the dime 

L i | thet. 

, b 2% [Nonkhally |, ret | 1086 Rainy »nd cloudy Jaws dun is neusly gathered 

z | i sl ha transpting a 
4 | i finan dha not yet con 
a, j pleted 
B | 26 Mipperau col 28rd) 322° Hewvy ruin at comienee-[Th south and centre af vhe| 
gl | | [ment of wes dintrict. stil eu auficenly 
gl | | and opprensiv favorable reports, bute 
| tan SU Gratimunbae) orth reyuites rain, a Une 
riah 1-04 fraps Pe seat 63" wevout 
i fof the comparative dro 
27 |Chittagong Hill Tracts, ., 16th | 55 |Stesdy drenching rainjAus dhan ripening. General 
thrghiont the week. | proajects sitistuctory. 
[HN Tipper ol Utap] 428. St hoely wa nd sowing going! 
with cnnonal Fa Prospects good, 
generally cloudy. 
veuaR| esky 
E (28 [Porm sy 26th4) 008 |Wenther very hot ani}so far favorable to the crops, porate eaves oF 
£ coe. uusnelt as the Rooda ure] Ht 
: ating: Chev tin Tiene 
i seine at 
Wears the! epides 
a wie frat 











' Telegram of the 30th August reocived on the saine day. 
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‘Telegram of the 28th August roonived on the same day. 
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Published for general information, 
Caceurra, Statiarican Derr," R. Keiont, 


The 20h August S75, Asst, Srey. to bie Govt, of Bengat. 


Weekly Report of Rainfall compiled at the Meteorological Reporter's Office. 
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Tie 23rd August 1573. 
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Catoorra, H. FP. Buanroro, 


The 28rd August 1873, 


Meteorological Reporter to the Government of 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Surveyor-General’s Office, 
Calcutta, from 15th to 21st August 1873. 
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ikewisy the dry and wet bulb thermometer means, wre derived fraw 





‘The mean barometer, as 
the twenty-four hourly observations made durimz ue aay, 
The dew-point is compnted with the Greenwich constants, ‘The figures im cain 10. represent 
the lmmidity of the air, the complete sutaration of winch being taken av unity. ‘The reeeiver of tue 
lower rain eauge is 14 feet, and that of the anemomever 70 fee: 1 aches above the level of the 
The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson's auemomere, is rearisteresi from noon to noon. 





























ground, 
i=) 

‘Phe extreme variation of temperature during the past seven duys 133 

The mux, wemperaiure during the past seven daye Dyes 

The max, temperature during the corresponding period uf the past yeur  gu0 

‘The mean humidity during the past seven days O84 

Vne mean uumidity durime the evrresponding period of tie past year wT 

Inches. 

‘The total fall of ruin from 15th to Bist —,,, | bY lower rain gauge 158 

(by anemoueter cause 14 

Dito dito dit, averuge uf nineteeu previous years. 359 

Ditto ditto between the Ist Jannary and the Bist August 83-06 

Dine dite ditto, average of niuclen previous years... 48°10 


GorgxnavTH Sea, 
In charge of the Ovaernatory. 
The 22nd August 1873. 
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Abstract of the Results of the Hourly Meteorological Observations taken at the 

Surveyor-General’s Office, Calcutta, in the month of July 1873. 














Latiropz 22° 83'1” North. Longitude 88° 20’ 34” East, Height of tho cistern of the 
standard barometer above the wea level, 1811 feet. 





MONTHLY RESULTS, Inches. 

Mean height of the barometer for the month os oth 29483, 
Max. height of the barometer occurred at 10 and 11 a.s. on the 80th 29°616 
on the 18th 20-194 


Min, height of the barometer occurred at 4 P.1 
Betreme range of the barometer duriog the month 











Mean of the daily max. pressures 6 
Ditto ditto min. ditto z 7 29422 
‘Mean daily range of the burometer during the month... aa out 
° 

Mean dry bulb thermometer for the month 83-4 
Max. temperature occurred at 3 p.m. on the 10th and 22nd 92-0 
Min. temperature occurred at 10 Pp. and 2 a.af. on the 28th and 29th 115 
Extreme range of tho temperature during the month 145 
Mean of the daily max. temperature a 88-2 
Ditto ditto min, ditto 5 af 80-4 
Mean daily range of tho temperature during the month . a 18 
Mean wet bulb thermometer for the month 80-9 
Mean dry bulb thermometer above mean wet bulb thermometer 25 
Computed mean dew-point for the month ... 19-1 
Mesn dry bulb thermometer above computed mean dew-point 43 
Inches. 
Mean elastic force of vapour fur the month ... 0-978 

Troy grain. 

10-45 


Mean weight of vapour for the month... 
Additional weight of vapour required for complete saturation 
Mean degree of humidity for the month, completo saturation being unity 





Mean max. solar radiatiou thermometer for the month 








Rained 30 day max. fall of rain during 24 hours " “ 

Total amount of rain during the month 

Total amount of rain indicated by the gauge attached to the anemometer during) 13.49 
the month .., rm PS * 





Prevailing direction of the wind 


© Height, 70 fest 10 inches above ground. 
+ Gorgenauts Ser, 


In charge of the Observatory. 
The 25th Auguat 1878. 
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‘Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 
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Approzimate Return of Traffic for tecck ended Gth August 1873, on 28 miles open. 
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THE APPOINTMENT OF A MANAGING REPRESENTATIVE BY A 
PLURALITY OF CO-SHARING LANDLORDS. 


RESOLUTION. 
ENUE DEPARTMENT, 
Lano Revenue. 
Caloutta, the 28th August 1873. 


REV 





Reap—- 

Chapter XVII of the Board of Revenue’s memorandum on the land revenue adminis- 

tration of the Lower Provinces of Bengal. 

Le'ter to Government of India, No. 1664, dated 2nd July 1873, reporting on the petition 

of certain inhabitants of Hijlee, complaining of the oppression of zemindars. 

Letter from Government of India, iu reply, No. 621, dated 3Uth July, concurring in the 

views expressed by the }icutenaut-Governor in the ubove: letter. 

1. The Board of Revenue in their Administration Report for 1870-71, in 
describing the land tenures of Bengal, mentioned that as a consequence of tho 
Practice of proprietors sub- letting separately yndivided shares of the whole 
superiog-tenuro, each tonant had now very commonly to pay his rents to “two 
Or many more than two masters.” 
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2. The hardships and harassment, to which the practice of sharebiolten 

(Regulation VII! of 793, sections 23 and 2.) collecting separately subjects tho 
23. Where more proprietors ‘thi one posers an undi- tenant, had frequently come under 
ied ext: Hoke of them he ns, weit: the Lieutenant-Governor's notice 

y aro to ve in difforent shapes; he therefore 
; requested the Board to consider 
whether some remedy should not be 
applied by legislation, suggesting 
the possibility of reverting to the 
ys pmpriviore inthe Tule of the permanent settlement 
ul, the quoted in the margin, under which 
the proprictors of int undivided 
estate were required to elect a sarbe- 
rakar or manager, who should have 
the exclusive management. of their 
lands during the continuance of his 
appointment. 

3. On this the Board consulted 
the Commissioners and local officers, and the result is embodied in 
chapter XVII of the Board’s memorandum on the revenue administration of 
the Lower Provinces of Bengal recently printed. Local officers were “very 
“unanimous in deploring the evils and hardships of the present system,” but 
were not generally hopeful as to the probable result of the remedy proposed, 
or of any other remedy. 

4. The reports of the local officers certainly show that extreme hardship, 
injustice, and wrong to the uninflucntial holders of small fractional shares in 
realizing, as well as to the tenants in paying, their reuts is very often the result 
of the existing state of thines, and the same thing is made evident by individual 
instances which have comic prominently to light from time to time in different 
parts of the country. 

5. The Commissioner of Dacea observes that “at present much money 
“is wasted by cach petty sharer boving a 
* gomashtah, who has his pickings both from ryot 
“and landlord.” 

6. Tho Collector of Backergunge—that * the tenants who pay to three or 
“ four sharcholiers are undoubtedly often subjected to serious inconvenience, 
“and the hardship is equally great on the other side. Indeed, the person who 
«is probably most to be pitied in the transaction is the small shareholder, 
« especially if such person happens to be a woman or a minor. It is only too 
* common for the latter to be practically dispossessed by the more powerful 
 co-sharers who persuade or cozen the tenants into acknowledging no landlord 
«but themselves. 

The Commissioner of the Presidency Division observes that “ there can bo 
© but one opinion as to the great difficulties in the way of tenants in such a 
predicament. The hardship is unquestionably much felt from one end of the 
“country {0 the other, and 1 think that a legal remedy should be applied to 
“an evil that affects the great bulk of the rural population.” 

In the Behar districts the evil is not so common. A joint ‘representative és 
often appointed to deal with the ryots, while in other cases the putwaree acts 
as collector for the shareholders jointly. In fact, in this, as in other things, 
Behar resembles the North-Western Provinces much more than Bengal, Still, 
the Commissioner has known instances in which, “owing to quarrels among 
“shareholders, ryots have not been allowed to cut the dhan, and ryots’ and 
“‘ maliks’ shares have thus altogether gone to destruction. In Sarun, tenants 
“under joint co-parceners are put to much troublein getting receipts and in 
“recovering amounts overpaid. The Commissiquer is of opinion that the 
“ evil is very considerable, and is not only a source of vexation and harassment 
A to the ryot, but of serious loss, inasmuch as it multiplies the number of 
* amlahs und underlings whom he has to fee.” 

7. Othor officers represent the difficulties to which the ryots are subjeaied 
when a dispute occurs among the joint-shareholders to whom he has to pay 
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rent, or when a new proprietor of a fractional share comes in and endeavours to 
raise the rents payable on account of his share. The extortion 10 which the 
ryots are subjected by collecting establishments is an admitted grievance, and 
that wrong is intensified to an intolerable degree when he has to satisfy the 
illicit demands of the servants, not of one “Jandlord “but, of many, for the 
gratuities or presents, which arc sometimes said to be given by the ryots of 
their own free will. 

8. The Commissioner of Orissa goes fully into the subject, and his 
remarks are here reproduced :— 

“In my opinion payment of rent by tenants to several fractional owners 
« separately is productive of the greatest confusion, annoyance, a 
“estate paying revenue of Rs. 300 often hus as many () proprictors, 
4# whose shares are in some cases so minute that they can only be deseribed by 
« fractions of a cowree. The ryots are generally au uncompluining class, but 
“cases have come to light in which they have’ suilered severely from this 
“multiplicity of zemindars. On this subject the Collector uf Cuttack reports 
*€as follows :— 

“In the whole circumstances regulating the position of landlord and 
« tenant, there is nothing so detrimental, L might say ruinous, to the ryot as 
«¢the number of persons who claim to exercise the power of landlord over 
«“thim, Asarule, in this district the sharcholders in # joint undivided property 
“have no common manager or tehsildar, cach colleets his own fractional 
«share of the rent separately. The consequences to the ryot in an estato 
“ ¢where there arc ten or fifteen shareholders, cach with hisown set of amlah, 
« «demanding his own particular dus/uy, are too plain to call for explanation, 
“ebut when the road cess comes to be collected {he ansequences will be far 
* ¢ more injurious than they are now. The maximum cess payable by ryots isa 
ie ‘y rupee of rent, but thousands of instances will oveur in’ which. 
rent to be received by any one sharcholder will not exceed a 
“ ¢few annas, The portion of cess due on this could not well be adjusted, and the 
“ ¢probability is that when the whole amount is made up the ryot will find that 
he has paid three or four times more than he ought to have done. I have 
“no hesitation in repeating here my conviction that unless the appointment 
“of a common manager in joint estates is enforced, the ryots can never be 
“placed in a fair position, and nothing, moreover, can be more detrimental to 
the proper management of an estate than a lot of sharcholders acting 
® Cindependently, and squabbling over the plunder. ‘That there isa marvellous 
“ ¢want of unanimity, 1 knew before, and iny opinion has been only too well 
& © confirmed by what has trauspired in working the Coss Act.’ ” 

9. In his Land Revenue Report for the year 1872-73, the Commissioner 

of Burdwan writes to the Beard of Revenu 

«As a rule, the prine j 
« estates have each their mal-cnteherry and separate collecting 
“ is harassing to the tenants, but it is an old established pr: 
«The different sharers do not in all cases collcet rents at the same rate. Of 
two S-anna sharers one may realize much more than the oth 
that a ceptain powerful zemindar in the Mooghly district with a fou fifth 
“ share realizes seven times as much rent as the oue-filth shareliolde 

In his report on the land revenue administration of the Cooch Behar 
Division in 1871-72, the Commissioner gives the following account of a 
complaint which was made to Colonel Hangliton during his tour :— 

“A Garo talookdar, whose tenure, from the evidence produced, was in 
existence prior to the decennial settlement, and whose ancestors came forward 
“and made the same complaint to Mr. Elliot, the Commissioner deputed to 
“ settle the disputes befween the zemindars of Sherepore and the Garos, made 
* the following statement—That the pergunnah having been divided umong 
“ thirteen recorded sharers, and a number of unrecorded sharers, it has become 
a matter of imposhibility or him to pay his reut. Bach sharer residing at a 
“variety of distances required his reut to be conveyed to his house and to 
‘each he has to pay his quota of ubwabs. It so happens that when two 
“separate sharers of the same house disagree, he is often obliged to dance 
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“ attendance upon them till their dispute is settled. Again, a sharer dying, 
“the tenant has either to wait till the heir takes his certificate of administra- 
“tion, or to pay at the risk of being obliged to pay again; the matter 
“ has become intolerable to the extreme, and a better instance for legislative 
enactment cannot be given, if it be the intehtion of Government to intercede 
«on behalf of these oppressed tenants.” 

10. Ifa talookdar finds himself in this position, the still greater difficulties 
with which an ordinary ryot is beset under similar circumstances can be easily 
understood. ‘Tle Commissioner further writes :— 

By this difficulty, not only the tenants suffer, but the zomindars 
« themselves are great losers. The tenant being extorted or harassed by one 
“sharer, delays io pay his rent to another, and in this way another sharer 
“ becomes a loser.” , 

11. Again, during the gecent disturbances in Pubna the same difficulty 
cropped up as one leading to' much agrarian discord. ‘The village in which the 
feeling was most bitter, and most violence was committed, was one in which a 
dispute existed between the shareholders. One of them had sub-let his share to 
a man who was opposed by the others, and the acts of violence which occurred 
were supposed to have been fomented by the discordant shareholders. 

12. In September 1872 a petition was presented to the Governor-General 
in Council by certain ryots of Hijlee in the Midnapore district, containing the 
following complaint among others :— 

“ach zemindar collects revenue from each ryot, according to his own 
share of the district, and your Excelloncy’s petitioners are therefore subject 
to constant, visitations from their peons, and the consequent annoyances and 
oppression. ‘They aro also subject to pay illegal cesses, which it is customary 
with zemindars to exact from ryots, and your Excellency can therefore imagine 
the hardships under which your Excellency’s petitioners are laboring ;” and 
they prayed that, as a remedy for these hardships, orders might be given 
for the partition of the district among the zemindars according to their 
respective shares, or else that it should be placed “ under khas management or 
Izaradars appointed by Government,” which would remove the “ intolerable 
grievances” under which tho petitioners were laboring. In reporting on this 
petition the Commissioner of Burdwan wrote—“ The Mujnamootah estate, of 
which they are residents, is held in six different shares, and each sharcholder 
has in his employ a distinct collecting agency, whose separate visitations for 
the purpose of collecting the rents is probably a sofrce of annoyance to the 
ryots, but there is nothing illegal in the pri ing. ‘he prayer of the 
petitioners for the partition of the estate into different shares is inadmissible, as 


there is no law to compel the adoption of such a course on the part of the 
5, 














18. In submitting a report on the petition, the Licutenant-Governor 
1 of the Governor-General in Observed that the evil complained of isa “ most 

cruel wrong,” and expressed an opinion that 
legislation should be resorted to, “so as to provide against a number of joint- 
proprietors in an estate, separately and individually harassing the tenants for 
their dues.” The Governor-General in Council fully approved of the views 
thus expressed by the Lieutenant-Governor in submitting this report, and 
His Excellency in Council has directed that, before legislating on tho 
subject, ‘the necessity of remedying the evil complained of may be pointed out 
to the heads of the 2emindari interest, and their opinion asked as to the measures 
which will secure the object, with tho least disturbance of the rights of the 
several shareholders on a joint estate.” 

14 That the Government is thoroughly justified in insisting on the 
appointment of representatives of the shareholders, if that course should appear 
to be for the benefit of the community at large, is evident from the fact that a 
provision requiring them to do this was among the fundamental provisions of 
the permancnt settlement. ‘The original law on 
the subject is transcribed in paragraph 2 of this 
resolution. It may be added that a provision of this kind has been carried into full 
effect, and is now in universal use in the North-Western Provinces, Oude, and 





Soc. 28, Neg. VIII of 1793, 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, SEPTEMBER 8, 1873. 1207 











Punjab, where without it society would fall to pieces. The effect of the Hindoo 
and Mahomedan law of inheritance, and other causes are such that there are 
very few estates held by single owners eithor in Bengal or in other provinces, 
At the same time it must be admitted that, as things are now situated in 
Bengal, there are considerable difficulties in the way. ‘This was felt as carly as 
1805, when, at the instance of many landholders, tho provision above quoted 
‘was repealed. 
15. Looking at tho relations which so often exist between co-parceners in 
Noosssity of overcoming the didleulti Bengal, it is to be expected that it may often be 
‘which prosent thomsolves, found difficult for them to agree in selecting one 
of their number or any common agent to deal with their tenants on behalf of 
all. The preamble to Regulation X:VII of 1805, which regulation repealed the 
rhles of the settlemont law requiring the appointment of a joint manager, sets 
forth “‘ the reluctance manifested generally by the proprictors to elect a manager 
under those rules;” but in the correspondence which led to the passing of the 
repealing regulation, the question is viewed from the zemindars’ side only,—its 
bearing on the tenants is not even alluded to. 

It is only necessary now to say that, on a full consideration of the question, 
the Governor-General in Council, as well as the Government of Bengal, has 
been convinced that justice is not done to all classes under the present system, 
and that a remedy must be devised. It remains to devise the best form of 
remedy. 

16, Itis to be observed that the appointment of a joint manager to repre- 

Appointmont of a joint manager no new Sent all interests is by no means @ new or unusual 
or unusual thing. thing even in these provinces. In Burdwan 
itis reported that in many joint estates or talooks “there is a common 
“agent or gomashtah who makes the collections for all the co-parceners, 
“and pays to cach his share of the rent, although in large estates or talooks 
“having several sharcholders cach of them cmploys a separate naib or agent, 
“and the ryots have to pay rents to the soveral agents.” In Dinagepore, 
where there is no dispute, the ryots “gencrally pay in lump sums to the 
“ putwarie of the village, whose business is to apportion the amount to the 
“ shareholders.” 

In Maldah and Pubna the proprictors of small estates generally employ a 
joint collecting establishment, althoush it is not so inlarge estates. In the districts 
of Behar, the eascs in which the ryot has to pay separately to scveral proprietors 
are not so common as in Bengal. Although small estates are owned jointly by 
numerous co-parceners, some arrangement i ly made by which the ryot 
has to-deal with one person only; sometimes he pays ina limp sum to the 
putwarie, who distributes the collections to tho sharcholders; sometimes to a 
joint tebsildar. In some villages of Gya, as allof the numerous. co-proprietors 
“are related to each other, they appoint one from amongst themselves, to collect 
“from the tenants.” In the Bhaugulpore Division one sharcholder sometimes 
manages for all. 

* 17. It may then bo said that (except on large estates) so long as the 
co-parcencrs are at one, it is gencrally found con- 
venient for all parties that the ryots should pay 
their rents to onc representative of the proprictors, and some arrangement is 
often made accordingly. Indeed, the iuconvenience of collecting their fractional 
shares of rent from joint ryots is so much felt by proprictors, that it is not an 
uncommon thing for them to make an amicable division of the ryots of their 
estate, so that each proprictor shall collect the whole amount of rent payable 
by a certain number of the ryots of the estate. 

The cases in which the evils of separate collection of fractional shares of 

rent are most felt may be said to be— 
I. Those in which disputes have arisen among the co-parceners ; and 

IL. hose of large estates or tenures, some of the proprictors of which are 

presumably men with considerable local power and influence. 

Whatever may be the causes which opcrate to prevent these larger share- 
holders from adopting the course of appointing joint agents, which is found 
convenient by smaller landlords, it is evident that voth in all cases of disputes 
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and in the case of large shareholders who collect separately, the ryote suffer, and 
in neither case are they in any degree to blame. In the latter case'the petty 
shareholders, if any, probably suffer also, without any fault of their own. 

18. It'is for the protection of the interests of these weaker parties that 
interference is called for; and such interference should be limited to the cases 
in which it is really necessary. The necessary protection might best be given 
perhaps in the shape of a law, similar to the original law of 1793, giving autho- 
rity to the district officer, upon application made by the tenants of any estate, 
or otherwise, when he finds such a measure necessary for the peace of the 
district and the due protection of the tenures, to call upon all persons (whatever 
may be the degree of their tenures) who are cntitled to collect fractional shares 
gf rent direct from the cultivating ryots, to appoint one of their own number 
to represent the whole body in their dealings with the ryots; or to appdint a 
joint agent for that purpose. In case of default to nominate jointly, it seems 
unavoidable to vest the powers of appointing a manager with the Collector. 
The power would only be used where it might be necessary from the circum- 
stances of the estate, and the Lieutenant-Governor believes that the v 
knowledge that it lay in the hand of the Collectors would often go far to check 
those abuses of private management which have led to the present discussion. 

It will be a question whether, in order to meet such cases as those of the 
talookdar in Cooch Behar, which is given above, the proposed authority should 
not be extended somewhat higher, the Collector being empowered to call on_ 
the holders of superior tenures to nominate a joint agent to deal with the 
proprietors of subordinate tenures. 

19. In connection with this subject, it appears to the Lieutenant-Governor 
possible that if the system of appointing joint managers were moye generally 
adopted many of those undoubted cases of hardship might he avoided in which 
estates are brought to sale for arrears of revenue, caused by the default of one 
out of several:sharsholders. In some cases doubtless such defaults are inten- 
tionally committed, in-order to allow the estate.to be brought to-sale for the 
purposes of the defaulting party ; in other instances, the default occurs through 
some bond fide misunderstanding or mistake, which would be remedied if.the 
Collector could only communicate specially with all the parties concerned. But 
as things now stand it would not be possible to require the Collector by law to 
make such special communications in every case of default; for it would 
often be practically impossible for him to find out who all the actual joint- 
proprietors are, many of their interests being represented in his registers by 
the names of persons who have been long dead, or who have alienated their 
shares. 

Where there is a joint manager representing all, no such difficulties could 
cccur, and it might be a matter for consideration whether the severity ofthe 
present sale Jaws could be relaxed. 

20. The Lieutenant-Governor now desires, in accordance with the sugges- 
tion of the Government of India, to invite the views of the representatives of 
the landed interest, “as to the measures which will secure the object, with the 
“least disturbance of the rights of the several shareholders on @ joint estate,” . 
and which would generally be open to the least objection ; and he aceordingly 
directs that copies of this Resolution be sent to the various societies in 
Calcutta and clsewhere, which are accustomed to promote the interests of 
Jandholders and others connected with the land, and that it be-translated,-and 
copies in English and vernacular be sent to the local officers for distribution 
to intelligent persons among the zemindars, sub-holders, ‘and ryots. Also that it 
be published in the Supplement to the Gazette, and that suggestions:on the 
question be invited. ‘ 

OxnpEs.—Ordered that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Land- 
holders’ and Commercial Association, and to the British Indian Association, for 
an expression of their-viewson the subject, and ‘to all Conimissioners for distribu- 
tion as directed. 


Also, ordered that the Resolution be translated:into the vernaculags,:and 
published in the vernacular Gasettes. 
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ANNUAL REPORTS — OHITTAGONG. 


RESOLUTION. 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT. 
Miscxitasgous. 

Caloutta, the 16th August 1873. 


1. Resonvrion.—The Lieutenant-Governor has read the Annual General 
Report. of :the Oommissioner of the Chittagong Division, No. 438, dated 22nd 
July 1873, for the year 1872-73, and is pleased to record the following orders 
and dbservations upon it. . 

2, The report, taken as a whole, is interesting and instructive. His 
Honor could however have wished that the minute details of departmental 
subjects, such as medical institutions and roads, had been reserved for the 
departmental reports,-a general broad view only being taken of these subjects 
in the general report. ‘The Licutenant-Governor would also have preferred 
that the ‘Commissioner had reviewed his administration collectively, and not 
so much district by district. As a rule, His Honor considers that it would 
be better to submit a:general review of the division with apposite quotations 
only when necessary, and to subjoin separately in an appendix reports or 
extracts from the district and sub-divisional reports selected for thoir excel- 
lence, importance, or illustrativeness. 

3. our (Paras. 6 to 22).—The Commissioner’s account of the sub- 
division and istation of Brahmunbariah is satisfactory. His Honor observes 
with pleasure the commondation awarded to the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo 
Bhugwan Chunder Bose, for the general state of cfliciency that everything under 
his care‘appoared to-be in. 

‘Phe attention of the Inspector-General of Police has been drawn to the 
Commissioner’s account of the lamentable condition of the police buildings 
in the:district of Tipperah. 

4, Weather end Orops (Paras.23 to 80).—In spite of some unfavorable 
symptoms, ithe Lieutenant-Governor notes that the gencral outturn of the 
harvest was good. Mr. King, the Magistrate of Noacolly, has submitted a 
detailed and interesting description of the crops of that district. 

5. Public Health (Paras. 40 to 63).—Three areas in the district of 
Chittagong have been selected for special mortuary registration with an 
aggregate population of 55,378. The deaths for the last quarter of the official 
year under report, which is also the first quarter of spccial registration, 
amounted to 344, giving a death-rate of. 6°21 per 1,000 for the quarter, or 
2484 per 1,000 for the whole year. This special registration evinces 
therefore a great improvement already over the returns submitted for the 
whole district, which only report a mortality of 14 per 1,000 during the year. 

The Magistrate takes 30 per 1,000 to be a fair death-rate for India; but 

the Lieutenant-Governor doubts if he has any data for this assumption. 
. ‘The Commissioner’s observations upon the moral effect of deputing native 
doctors into the interior during seasons of epidemic have been communicated 
to the Medical Department for consideration. Mr. Hankey summarizes the 
health of his division as “ good as usual in Tipperah ; bad as usual in Chittagong; 
average in Noacolly.” The Commissioner insists upon the supreme unhealthi- 
ness of Chittagong in the strongest language; and certain it is thut three 
civilians .were sent away from that district last year, invalided—two for 
England, while the third was permitted to try the cffects of the hills. 

6. Material Conditionjof the People (Paras. 64 to 72)—The material 
condition-of the people may be said to have been prosperous. ‘The residents of 
Chittagong are mostly agrioulturists; and even day-laborers, domestic servants, 
&., have their patch of lind which is cultivated by themselves or their families. 
‘Thatthey are well off is manifested by their independence, and the-fact that it is 
sometimes difficult to. get Jaborers even. at:a fair rate of wages. 

From Noacolly the Magistrate reports that the condition of the people 
has certainly improved of late years. The introduction of English piece-goods 
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has made the price of their clothes cheaper, and they are now better able to pay 
for them. The houses which used to be built of straw, bamboos, and reed on 
low marshy land, are now constructed on well-raised lands, and of botter and 
more durable materials. The number of utensils in domestic use is much larger 
than formerly, and there is:much more comfort. The cost of living has 
increased, but the people are better off. Nearly every one has an acre or so of 
land in cultivation. : 

The fondness of the people of this division for litigation is described as pro- 
yverbial. The general diffusion, however, of small properties, in so complicated a 
form as obtains in Chittagong, without any record of rights, necessarily involves 
much litigation, aud the Lieutenant-Governor doubts whether, taking this cir. 
cumstance and the very large population of a Bengal district into consideration, 
the number of lawsuits ufter all is so excessive. Still the general restlt no 
doubt is that when a man once takes to litigation he carries it to excess, and the 
taste spreads, The Magistrate of Tipperah reports that a young Mahomedan is 
as proud of his first successful case as the English youth who has won in a 
great boat-race, or scored one hundred runs in a university cricket match. 
They are to be as bad as the Mahomedans quoted in Mr. Westland’s account 
of Jessore, who, instead of speaking of 11 or 12 4.m., would say the “ hour for 
making complaints,” and so on, His Honor, however, does not see reason to 
believe that the Mahomedans are worse in this respect than other people. 

7. Prices of Food and Labor (Paras. 77 to 85).—The Lioutenant- 
Governor would ask if it is really the case, as the Magistrate of Chittageng 
reports, that a coolie’s wages arc 4 to 5 annas for a day’s work of only six hours, 
It cun hardly be that a day’s work is so bricf. 

‘The statement showing the comparative prices of agricultural produce and 
of provisions in Tipperah is valuable, as showing that the price of food has not 
materially inercased in the last len years; while labor, on the other hand, brings 
far better wages. The Lieutenant-Governor would however wish for further 
information regarding the statement that fish have increased steadily in price 
since 1860. He would like to know if this is solely due to more money and 
greater demand, or whether anything has happencd to the fish. He observes that 
it is stated that daily wages have more than doubled in the last twenty years. 

It is the practice in Tipporah for landowners to resorve a home farm for 
their own necessities, for which they supply seed and ploughs; while the 
cultivation and labor are effected by a burgadar ryot, who receives a share of 
the crop for his pains, ‘The Commissioner does not acecpt Mr. Park’s view that 
the burgadar should be described as a laborer; but the Lieutenant-Governor 
remarks that his condition seems to approximate to that of a comparative laborer 
paid by a shore of the profits. Written agreements aro, it appears, rarely 
taken, and the practice is simply for the burgadar to pluck a piece of grass by 
the roots und take an oath over it. ‘he contract is then complete. It is 
said to be largely owing to this system of cultivation that scarcity of the one 
great neevssury of life is unknown in Tipperah, and the people do not lack 
food, whatever their conditions may be in other respects. 

8. Manufacture and Mines (Paras. 86 to 123).—Tho Lieutenant. 
Governor would wish further inquiry to be made into the existence of coal in tle” 
Cox’s Bazar sub-division, alluded to by Mr. Nuthall of the Khedda Department. 

The principal export from Chittagong is rice, of which 2,828,355 maunds, 
equal to 103,711 tons, were exported by sca last season, against 154,809 maunds 
in the previous year, ‘The bulk of this rice comes from Tipperah, Noacolly, and 
the island of Dukhin Shahbazpore. Ghee is said to be exported in considerable 
quantity from Chittagong to Caleutta. Jute goes entirely to Dacea and 
Naraingunge en route for Calcutta. It is remarked by the Commissioner that 
the success attained by the ryots of Bodukhal, the richest pergunnah in the 
‘Tipperah district, in the production of this staple, excited the emulation of the 
neighbouring cultivators, and they sacrificed the rice crop to a cortain extent in 
order to cultivate the new staple. " : 

The subject of improving the local communications of Chittagong by 
water is at present under consideration by Government in the Departniént of 
Public Works. 
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9. State of Public Feeling (Para. 133).—In Tippera the rent 
question is reported to be the most important subject on which public 
is stirred. Tho Lieutenant-Governor has been gid to learn from a speci: 
report which has been furnished, and also orally from Mr. Hankey, that in no 
part of the Chitta Division have there been rent riots, or indeed any 
exhibition of publi ing snch as might cause anxiety. It is clear, however, 
that the rent "law litigation has much increased of late, and there seems 1. 
be undoubtedly some bad feeling between landlord and tenant in the Tipperal: 
district. 

Public Pre 

















8 (Pare. 134).—Theve are, itappears, no native newspapers in 
any of the distr of this division, and outside the administrative centres there 
are stated to be hardly any newspaper readers. ‘The people generally are 
indeed said by the Hindoo Deputy istrate of Brahmunbariah to suppose 
that everything in a newspaper is invariably fulse—n curious contrast, as 
Mr. Iankey remarks, to the popular idea in England among tie lower oncers, 
where “[ know it is true because [saw it in print?” is 2 common expression. 

10. Administrative Changes (Paras. 1 do 161 he Magistrate of 
ipperah reports that the administrative change par excellence is the cou 
lization of authority in all departments in the Magistrate-Colleetor ; that the 
objection to it is that it tries Cue, officer rather severely ; and that. thi district 
officer is now responsible for the departments of police, jails, edueation, in 
addition to his former ea officio chi In public works the Magis! 2 lis 
“not only sceured an eflicient adviser and executive officer, but he is freed fram 
the minute details of road work administration, ‘The Magistrate’s absolute 
control over the polive sees now so obviously neee that it mly he won- 
dered that the contrary arrangeaent was ia force so long. The Magistrate's 
control over the jail, thoush not so absolute, is at least of serview in preventine, 
the discreditable squabbles the abused to arise between the Police and dail De ypart= 
ments on a prisoner escaping. 1 is possible also that the first exporiments. at 
primary education could not have been so rapidly introduced by any other 
system than that now adopied. 

The Lientenant-Governor will net take any acticn on the Commissioner’s 
observation, that the placing of the district roads in charge of an Executive 
Engineer at Comillah may have a disudvautage in loss of promptitude, 
until the present system shall have had a full trial, Ife must however 
remark that if delays or miscarriages occur, the remedy is in the Magistrate’s 
own hands, as he is the recognized superior of the Exceutive Enginecr in 
respect of local works. 

Mr. Mankey’s remarks on the control exercised by official visitors in their 
jail inspeetion have been transferred to the Judicial Department of this 
Government for disposal. 

State of Schools (Paras. 217 to 221).—The establishment of primary 
schools in the division has been carried out with complete co-operation on the 
part of the people: The thirst for education, which is universally found to 
i So far from the Magistrates finding any 
sto the extent of the allotted funds, th 
could easily have The Commissioner however remarks — th: 
he is not so certain that this desir for edueation is altogether a healthy 
symptom. He world be a Mr. Hankey, who ventured 
to think it was engendered solely by a eva Knowledge’ sake, and that 
education was not regarded simply and solely as ameans to an end, the goal not 
being knowledge, but an income. After all, the Chittagone peopl not 
tho only people ii in the world who look to education the roail to an income, 

No muktabs have as yet taken patshala avamts in the sudder sub 
division of Chittagong, dnd only fivo in tie suib-civision of Cox’s Paaar; 
but Mr. Clay s that a tolerable number of the pucils in’ the ordinary 
patshalas are Mahomegans, and justly remarks that so long as we ean induce 
these to attend our primary schvols, it matters !iitle whether they are called 
patghalos or muktabs. 

‘The Licutenant-Governor observes with satisfaction that Mr. ILarvey, the 
Manager of the Paikparah Raj, has established schools upon the Paikparah 
estates in Noacolly. 




































































































